
 
 

 

 

 AJS  
   

 Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

 

Vol. XXX I, num. 3 www.atlantajaguarsociety.org  March, 2010

 

75
th

 Anniversary 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

That is of the Jaguar name! The company 

formed by William Lyons in 1929 that started 

out as SS or Swallow Sidecar was renamed, for a 

variety of reasons; in 1935 to Jaguar and the rest 

as they say is history.  To commemorate the 

occasion Jaguar will participate with special 

appearances at some of the worldôs most 

prestigious events including the Goodwood 

Festival in the UK, the Amelia Island Concours 

in Georgia, and the Pebble Beach Concours in 

California and the Mille Miglia in Italy.  Plus, 

they will enter the 24 Hour of LeMans in June 

with the XKR GT2 racecar that is racing here in 

the ALMS that we talked about last month. 
 

In other tidbits about our favorite car Jaguar 

will premier, at the Geneva show next week, the 

XKR Special Edition with a Speed Pack option 

that eliminates the 155mph speed limiter.  You 

can now cruise on up to 174mph making it the 

fastest coupe they have ever made.  It will be 

made in special colors, a revised front splitter, 

larger rear spoiler and other exterior goodies.  

The standard XK will be revised in 2013 with a 

total body overhaul and a new engine.  Rumors 

have it they will put in a twin turbo diesel engine 

which would be extremely popular in Europe.  It 

would have 300 HP but actually more torque 

than HP allowing it to get under 0-60 in less than 

five seconds but with much better overall gas 

mileage.  Last but not least Jaguar has been 

approved for a loan of $485million from the 

European Investment Bank for Tata to encourage 

the development of hybrids and research into 

more efficient car bodies for Jag and Land 

Rover.  ñTata says it is the final piece needed to  

 

 

complete the Jaguar/Land Rover plans of 

strengthening their balance sheetò. 
 

In club news we have tried to keep everyone 
informed of the conditions of Jim Mindrup 

(coming out of a coma) and Bob Hicks 

(threatened with a blood clot on his heart and a 

spine infection) and as you might expect they are 

very fluid situations so updates could happen on 

a daily basis but would be out of date by the time 

they were sent.  So suffice to say both are in 

rehab at the time of this newsletter and are 

progressing.  It has been very heartening to see 

AJS be so supportive at difficult times like this 

and really shows what our little club is made of.  

The right stuff! 
 

Bob Daly was our speaker at the last meeting 

and he did a marvelous and heartfelt job of his 

long love affair with his Jaguar E-Type, AJS and 

of course our lovely 

Activities Director Kim.  

Recounting memories of 

how the simple act of 

buying a car in 1967 

transformed his life in 

certain directions was great to hear.  He 

interspersed the talk with original car documents 

and other memorabilia they have collected over 

the years making a very complete and interesting 

evening.  Great job! 
 

The tech session this past weekend, setup by 

Ivan Ruiz, was outstanding.  Dennis Skrobot of 

Georgia Tire Depot did an outstanding job of 

explaining the intricacies of tire alignment and 

balance.  Good questions were asked and 

answered by Dennis who obviously is an expert 

in his field.  As you can see from the photos in 

the newsletter we had a great crowd, most of 
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who joined us for lunch at the Papermill Grill 

after the session.  As you tell form the photos 

again, we had a good time and great food there 

as well.  Many thanks to Georgia Tire Depot and 

Ivan for putting it all together. 
 

The aforementioned Kim has lots of 

interesting activities stretching into April so if 

you can find the time in your schedule Iôm sure 

you will be well entertained by the variety.  

From the St. Pats Parade to Amelia to the High 

Museum to Truitt Cathyôs collection there is 

something for everyone. 
 

Our next meeting will be March 29
th
 at 

Aldoôs in Sandy Springs.  Our speaker that night 

will be Ken Carr AJSôs Secretary.  From Puerto 

Rico to the US to AJS I think youôll find Kenôs 

story intriguing as he is very precise in his 

thoughts and actions. 
 

Come join us for a grand evening and please 

RSVP to Beverlee Leo at 770-949-6775 or email 

to fredleo@comcast.net so we know your intent. 

 

 
 

Juneôs Corner 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 

 

To Our AJS Family...  
  

...ñHow can we ever begin to express our very 

deep appreciation for all the visits, the phone 

calls, the food, the cards, the prayers and the 

interest and concern shown to my Jim and me 

during our month-long trauma?  God has been 

very good to us and we're convinced that all the 

prayers have brought Jim to where he is today.  

One of our goals is to walk into Aldo's the last 

Monday night of one of the coming months and 

hug everyone!  May God bless all of you.ò 
  

June and Jim Mindrup 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bob Reichert went to St. Joseph's Hospital on 

February 22nd for a heart catherization and 

ended up on February 24th having open heart 

surgery for a triple heart by-pass.  He is now at 

home recovering and his Florence Nightingale, 

Norma, is the care giver. 

As you all will well remember, it wasn't too 

long ago that Bob was the care giver for Norma 

when she put up a valiant battle with cancer.  

Please keep them both in your thoughts and 

prayers for a full and complete recovery. 
 

Marsha Foley just returned from her first 

cruise, and says she loved it and can't wait to go 

on another cruise.  (She's hooked!) 

 

 

Activities 
Kim Daly, Activities Director 

 

On February 6
th
, to begin the yearôs 

activities, we attended the Princess Diana exhibit 

at the Civic Center. All who attended thought the 

exhibition was very informative and well done.  

The exhibit gave real insight into Princess 

Dianaôs persona with a history of her family, her 

upbringing, her wedding to Prince Charles, and 

her many charities.  While it is easy to remember 

her as being the target of the paparazzi, she was a 

person who cared deeply for the less fortunate. 

Her humanity became evident as we proceeded 

through the exhibit.  She was one of the first 

celebrities to hold a baby with aids and she 

walked through a minefield to bring to our 

attention the dangers of land mines. 
 

We were treated with being able to view 

many personal objects from her life including her 

very famous wedding gown and train.  Also 

shown, were about two dozen of her couture 

dresses. What was missing was a Jaguar she 

might have used while being driven about in 

London!  After viewing the exhibit, a few of us 

went on to have lunch together.  Photos from this 

outing can be viewed on the AJS website. 
 

Saturday, March 13
th
 brings our participation 

in Atlantaôs Saint Patrickôs Day Parade.  All the 

details for participating are found elsewhere in 

this newsletter. 
 

The weekend of March 13-14
th
 also brings 

the Amelia Island Concours.  We have several 

members making the pilgrimage to attend this 

fabulous Concours dôElegance ésecond in 

stature only to Pebble Beach.  The show is on 

Sunday, March 14
th
 at the Ritz Carlton hotel on 

Amelia Island. It isnôt too late to make plans to 

attend. You can get all the details by visiting:   

www.ameliaconcours.org 
 

mailto:fredleo@comcast.net
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On March 27
th
, we are returning to the High 

Museum of Art for a very special exhibit for car 

lovers (yes, thatôs us!).  The long awaited The 

Allure of the AUTOMOBILE  will be sure to 

intrigue all auto enthusiasts.  Quoting from the 

Highôs brochure: ñBuilt from the 1930s to the 

mid-1960s, the eighteen rare and limited-edition 

cars in this exhibition represent the best of the 

best-luxurious, one-of-a-kind designs from 

legendary car makers such as Alfa Romeo, 

Bugatti, Cadillac, Dusenberg, Ferrari, Jaguar 

(1957 Jaguar XKSS Roadster), Mercedes-Benz, 

Packard, Porsche, and Tucker.  Former owners 

of some of these award-winning autos include 

Hollywood legends Clark Gable and Steve 

McQueen.ò 
 

Youôll need to purchase your tickets ahead of 

time, as the tickets are timed.  We would like to 

attend the exhibit on Saturday, March 27
th
 at 

10:30 a.m.  We will gather in the lobby at the 

entrance to the exhibit at 10:15 a.m.  You may 

purchase your tickets at www.HIGH.org or you 

may call 404-733-HIGH.  Adults are $18, 

Seniors 65 and over are $15 and museum 

members are free.  An audio guide to the exhibit 

is also available for purchase. 
 

After the exhibit, please join us for lunch and 

a good chance to critique the exhibit at Front 

Page News, located in mid-town at 1104 

Crescent Ave. NE. 
 

As an accompaniment to this very special 

exhibit, the High is offering three companion 

lectures: 
 

1) Saturday March 20
th
, 2 p.m., Rich Theatre 

Ken Gross, guest curator of The Allure of the 

Automobile, will present:  Classic Automobiles 

and the Cult of Personality:  The Men Behind 

the Legends 
 

2)  Saturday, April 24
th
, 2 p.m., Hill 

Auditorium. 

George McGowan, Digital Designer, 

Navistar International Corporation, will present: 

21
st
 Century Allure: A Designers Perspective 
 

3) Saturday, April 10, 2 p.m., Rich Theatre. 

Edward T. Welburn, Jr., Vice President, 

Global Design, General Motors, will present:  

Designing Americaôs Favorite Cars From the 

1959 Corvette Sting Ray to the 2010 Chevy 

Volt  

Please note all of the lectures are free of 

charge, but you must reserve a seat as seating is 

limited.  Tickets are available for the lectures 

through the Woodruff Arts Center Box Office at 

404-733-5000.  More details on the lectures can 

be found on the Highôs website.   
 

We have an early April activity planned I 

need to bring to your attention now.  We are very 

fortunate to have gained access to Truett Cathyôs 

car collection on his farm in Hampton, GA.  Mr. 

Cathy is the founder and chairman of Chick-fil -A 

and avid car collector.  He has more than 70 

vehicles in his collection, which could be 

referred to as both classic and quirky. 
 

We will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 

10
th
 for the drive to Hampton.  We will arrive 

and park by 11:00 a.m. and will spend about an 

hour viewing the cars before being served lunch.  

After lunch, you will have more time to view the 

cars before we head back to Atlanta.  Mr. Cathy 

often greets his fellow car enthusiasts while they 

are visiting his collection.  Letôs all hope we are 

on his calendar for April 10
th
! 

 

Since Mr. Cathy has been so generous in 

offering us the chance to view his collection and 

is providing lunch for all of us, we thought we 

should collect $10 per person and present Mr. 

Cathy with a check for his charity, WinShape 

Foundation. 
 

To participate in this activity, I need to hear 

from you by Monday, April 5
th
, as we must 

provide a head count for the lunch.  Please call 

me to reserve your space.  You may send your 

check, made out to AJS, to me at 660 Scarlet 

Oak Trail, Milton, GA 30004.  I will send an 

email out to those attending telling you where we 

will meet, but know it will be on the top end 

perimeter.   
 

Kim Daly, 

Activities Director 
 

 

Next monthly meeting 
March 29th  

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@comcast.net 
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 128th ST. PATRICKS 

DAY PARADE 
 

When:  March 13
th
 

 

Where: Downtown - runs straight down 

Peachtree. 
 

Time: 10:00am to assemble - with the parade 

starting at 12:00 noon. 
 

Where to assemble:  Same as last year, Ralph 

McGill Blvd. between Juniper Street and 

Peachtree Street. 
 

RSVP to: Dick Thyer 770-887-1312 
 

Lions, tigers and elephants will be at the 

parade for you viewing pleasure!  Not! But, there 

will be the Anheuser- Busch Clydesdales there 

and the Grand Marshall this year will be Vince 

Dooley for all you Georgia fans.  Also on tap 

will be collection of car clubs, unusual floats, 

marching bands, police vehicles and anything 

Irish.  Some of the costumes are cool and some 

are downright hilarious.  This is always a good 

time particularly if the weather is decent.  Please 

let Dick Thyer know your coming and a take a 

little snack to tide you over while everyone is 

staging for the parade. 
 

Directions: 

From the North, take I-75/85 South and exit 

the North Avenue/GA Tech exit 249D.  Turn left 

on North Avenue, travel 3 blocks and turn right 

onto Juniper Street(changes to Courtland Street).  

A few blocks on Courtland Street and turn right 

onto Ralph McGill Blvd.  This may be 

barricaded, so tell security you are in the parade 

with AJS. 
 

From the South, take I-75/85 North and exit 

International Blvd/Freedom Parkway exit 248C 

and turn left onto Freedom Pkwy.  At Piedmont 

Avenue, turn right.  Go 2 blocks to Ralph McGill 

Blvd and turn left.  Go 1 block to staging on 

Ralph McGill Blvd.  

 

 

 

Tech Session at 

Georgia Tire Depot 

 
 Ivan Ruiz with our host Dennis Skrobot 

 

 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

  Schedule for 2010 

 

January 

 

February 6
th
 ï Diana: A Celebration 

 27
th
  - Tech Session, GA Tire Depot 

 

March 13
th  

- St.   Patrickôs Day Parade 

 13
th
-14

th
 - Amelia Island Concours 

27
th
 - The Allure of the Automobile 

 

April 10
th
 - Truett Cathyôs car collection 

 17
th
 or 18

th
 - Day Trip to Serenbe 

 

May 1
st
 ï 2

nd
 - The Classic Motorsports Mitty 

 Road Atlanta 

 15
th
  - Brit ish Motorcar Day, Berry College 

 22
nd

 ï Cocktail Party 

 

June ï Overnight Outing? 

 

July 10
th
  - Drive into the mountains 

 23
rd
 - Fernbank, Martiniôs & IMAX 

  

August ï Lake Party 

 

September 11
th
  - Atlanta British Car Fayre 

 25
th
 ï Visit Kangaroo Preserve 

 

October 2
nd

 - Concours dôElegance & Party 

 3
rd
  - Concours dôElegance @ Nalley 

 15
th
 ï 17

th
  ï  Eurofest Spartanburg, SC 

 30
th
 ï Halloween Party 

 

November 5
th
 ï 7

th
  ï Hilton Head Concours 

 14
th
 ï Fall Drive and Lunch 

 

December 5
th
  - Christmas Party 
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The AJS Newsletter is published monthly 
except December and is distributed free to all 
Society Members.    For email delivery send 
request to: 

lewatl@bellsouth.net 
 

Submissions for publication should be 
supplied to the Newsletter Editor by email or in 
other machine readable form by the 25th day 
of the month prior to publication.    Material is 
subject to editorial revision and may express 
the sole opinion of the submitter. 

 

AJS Newsletter Editor 
Lew George 

220 Renaissance Pkwy. 

Unit 1113 

Atlanta, GA 30308-2352 


