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The Mother of All T ech Sessions ! 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

Leatherique came to town for a tech session 

at Ivan and Myrna Ruizôs on the 21
st
 and man 

was it great.  Between the two clubs there were 

upwards of 55 in attendance, which sets an all 

time record.  The driveway was so full of cars I 

thought I had pulled into a CarMax lot.  

Leatheriqueôs owners, George and Kristi 

Pavlisko put on a masterful demonstration of 

their products ability to soften, clean, treat and 

dye leather in high end Jags, MB and Rolls.  

Their products are first class as are they! To keep 

that many people interested for two hours you 

have to be good.  Couple that with the ambiance 

of the Ruizôs spectacular new home (including 

mountain views) it couldnôt have been better.  

Thanks to Ivan and Myrna for making it a great 

Saturday. 

 

Last month we had an article on the new XF-

R with 510HP and the speed it attained at 

Bonneville.  This month Jaguar has announce 

that the 2010 model will start at $80,000.  This R 

model will be powered by an almost all new XJ 

V-8 engine with numerous styling and handling 

dynamics changed for this R model.  It will sit 

lower and be more aggressive looking with 20 

inch wheels and low profile tires.  Cross- drilled 

rotors, quad exhausts, larger air intakes and a 

subtle rear spoiler will be part of the package.  

What a package! 

 

On the other side of the spectrum Jaguarôs 

owner Tata plans to move ahead with the worldôs 

cheapest car being launched March 23
rd
 in 

Mumbai.  At $2,082 it will be cheaper than a go-

kart and slower than a water buffalo with no air, 

 

 

radio or other accoutrements.  I expect there to 

be huge demand though, as people with very 
modest means will all of a sudden become 

mobile.  If itôs successful they should be able to 

fund Jaguar into the next millennia.   

 

At our February monthly meeting (or as I 

like to call it - controlled chaos) AJSôs Skip 

Smith did a brilliant job of taking us behind the 

scenes at car auctions like the Barrett/Jackson in 

Arizona had this past month.  His insights will be 

so helpful for those that ever want to sell or buy 

at one of these extravaganzas.  Interesting 

insights as well on market pricing on vintage 

cars as well with properly restored, documented 

vehicles holding up well in downturn economy.  

Great job Skip! 

 

If you have an interesting story to tell please 

let us know.  AJS has a vast amount of talent and 

folks with backgrounds unbeknownst to the rest 

of us so be a speaker at a meeting and enlighten 

us. 

 

Speaking of meetings our next will be March 

30
th
 at Aldoôs in Sandy Springs.  We had our 

biggest turnout this past month with 43 showing 

for dinner.  Please call Beverlee Leo at 770-949-

6775 or email to fredleo@comcast.com to RSVP 

for the event.  We do need your RSVP please. 
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Ron Greeneôs Car Collection 
 

We have been fortunate to be invited to see 

Ron Greeneôs private car collection on March 7
th
 

so be sure to mark your calendars now because it 

wonôt be in the March newsletter. Ronôs 

collection includes an XJ220 and a Best of Show 

winner with an early E-type roadster. The 

Dusenbergs, Porscheôs and Mercedes plus the 20 

odd other cars are none too shabby either.  This 

is an extraordinary opportunity and shouldnôt be 

missed by all you automobile enthusiasts out 

there. Plan to join us for a little chunk of 

automotive heaven. We would like to know 

youôre attending so please call or email Kim 

your intent! 
 

Event: Ron Greeneôs Car Collection 

Date: March 7
th
 

Time: 10:30AM to 12:00 

Where: Ron Greenôs 

 1145 Heards Ferry Rd 

 Atlanta 30328 
 

RSVP To: Kim Daly 

 770-410-5717 

 kimdaly@comcast.net 
 

 
 

St. Patrickôs Day Parade 2009 
 

When:  March 14
th
 

 

Where:  Downtown 
 

Time:  Assemble at 10am- Parade begins at noon 
 

Where to assemble:  See attached map and 

directions for staging 
 

RSVP To: Dick Thyer  at 770-887-1312. 
 

Saint Patrickôs
 
celebration is upon us once 

again and kicking off the festivities is the 127th 

Atlanta Parade downtown on Saturday the 14th.  

There will be floats, bands Irish dignitaries, car 

clubs, military bands, Irish dancers, bagpipes to 

name a few of the 200 participants in this yearôs 

mayhem.  It is always fun! Bring a snack for the 

wait before the parade begins or War and Peace 

to read.  Should be able to finish it. 

 

 

 

The start time is at noon, which means 

participants need to be staged by 10:00AM.  It 

does take about two hours to get all the groups 

situated.  Once underway, from Ralph McGill 

Blvd, the route will be south on Peachtree 1.1 

miles thru the heart of downtown to the end at 

MLK at Underground.  You will be stunned at 

how many people view this parade as it 

meanders down thru town. 
 

We need Jaguars to make a good showing 

so please plan to join us Saturday morning the 

14
th
 for some great fun! 

 

X marks the staging area. 

Best to approach the staging area on 

Courtland Street or Ralph McGill Blvd. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Next monthly meeting 
March 30th 

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@comcast.net 

 

 
REMINDER  

It was agreed by the board that the 

newsletter would go all electronic, meaning 

email, by June of this year to save money. 
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NEWS FLASHéStop the presses!!!  
By June Mindrup 

 

Sneaky Don Hart had heart surgery...and no 

one knew about it and the robot that did the 

surgery couldn't talk! 
  

Last Thursday, February 26th, Don had Open 

Heart Surgery at Emory Hospital with the new 

space age method using robots!  He came 

through with flying colors and on Monday, he 

had surgery for a stint implant in another artery.  

Would you believe he went home Wednesday? 
 

Marlene is doing a super job as Florence 

Nightingale.  Don, our thoughts and prayers are 

with you for a speedy recovery. 

 

JUNE'S CORNER 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 

 
 

Did you read in the Atlanta Journal that the 

Woodruff Arts Center Education Committee is 

honoring 4 teachers in the State of Georgia "who 

have championed and demonstrated the ability of 

the arts to impact positively the lives and 

learning of young people."  One of these 4 

teachers is Chris Gore, son of Margaret and Ray 

Gore.  Honorees, who will each receive 

$2,500.00 to contribute to the arts program of 

their choice, will be recognized in March at the 

Woodruff Arts Center.  Margaret and Ray, we 

know you are very proud of your son's 

achievements, as well you should be. 
  

Erlinda McCabe is leaving for a 5-week trip 

to visit her family in the Philippines.  Erlinda's 

brother-in-law is former President of the 

Philippines.  Yes, that makes Erlinda's sister a 

former "First Lady".  Have a great visit, Erlinda, 

and we'll all be anxious to hear about your trip 

upon your return. 
  

Deborah and Frank Coyne have a new 
addition to their family.  She is 8 months old and 

her name is Sophie.  Did we forget to say she is a 

Golden-Spaniel mixed breed!  Also, Deborah is 

recovering from Carpel Tunnel surgery on one 

hand and next month she'll have the other hand 

done. 
  

Deb and Larry Walton are proud 

grandparents of a baby boy named "Cade".  The 

parents are Joe and Shannon Gordon of Tampa, 

Florida.  Deb will be leaving soon to spend a 

week spoiling her first grandchild.  We just bet 

she'll return with lots of pictures! 
  

Bob Daly is here now - but won't be here for 

long!  He'll be heading to Ho Chi Minh, Viet 

Nam and maybe on to Angola (Western side of 

Africa).  Bob, can't G.E. find places to send you 

that I can spell? 
  

Jack Gibson brought his daughter, Beth 

Stockman from Charlotte, N.C. to the February 

AJS meeting.  And Jack was bursting with all 

kinds of news.  He's been to Texas twice, to 

Charlotte, North Carolina twice, to Miami, 

Florida once and went scuba diving in the Virgin 

Islands once!  AND, he's getting married to 

Carol Chambers, a yellow rose from Hideaway, 

Texas on June 14th.  He popped the question on 

New Year's Eve (Carol's birthday) and she said 

"Yes"!  Congratulations, Jack! 
  

Dabney Talbot will be having Laser Eye 

Surgery on her left eye on March 5th.  The hour-

long surgery is for Retinopathy.  Our prayers 

will be with you for a fast and sure cure. 
  

Beverly Hicks is now recovered and kicking 

high following her knee replacement - but - 

husband Bob had a trip to the Emergency Room 

with a blood platelet problem.  He's home now 

and on the road to recovery. 
  

Speaker Skip Smith presented a most 

interesting program at the February 23rd meeting 

about the buying/selling Auction Market of 

Classic Cars.  Thanks for so generously sharing 

your knowledge and experience with all of us. 
  

Seen at the February AJS meeting was Kim 

Daly, complete in a walking cast (a result of 

recent foot surgery); Deborah Coyne in a heavily 

bandaged hand (from Carpal Tunnel Surgery); 

Maryanne Blackford (looking unbelievably "fit 

and fiddle" following major surgery just 2 weeks 

ago); and Norma Reichert (charming and chipper 

following a recent replacement of her heart pacer 

and now undergoing chemo treatments).  What a 

representation of how AJS'ers bounce back! 

 

 

 
  



 

Future Activities 
Kim Daly, Activities Director 

 

First of all, I would like to add my thanks to 

Ivan and Myrna Ruiz for hosting our Leatherique 

tech session last month at their very beautiful 

new home in Dawsonville.  The gathering was 

quite large with over sixty in attendance.  The 

presentation was informative, useful and quite 

entertaining.  Fair warning:  I bought the 

product, and will be busy getting the leather in 

our e-type ready for the next concours! 
 

This Saturday, March 7
th
, has us heading to 

Ron Greeneôs car collection at 1145 Heards 

Ferry Road.  We will be able to enjoy the cars 

from 10:30 to noon.  We are expecting a large 

turnout for this event, so come on and join many 

of your fellow AJS members for this not to be 

missed treat. 
 

Saturday, March 14
th
 is the Saint Patrickôs 

Day parade in downtown Atlanta.  To 

participate, please call Dick Thyer at 770-887-1312 
 

Some of us are heading to Amelia Island for 

the weekend of the 14
th
 for the Concours 

dôElegance.  Amelia is probably only second to 

Pebble Beach in the variety and quality of cars 

exhibited.  If youôre not doing anything else the 

weekend of the 14
th
, you might consider 

motoring on down to the Ritz Carlton on Amelia 

Island to view the gorgeous automobiles on 

display.  Keep a keen eye out for other members 

of AJS while there.  Sunday is the day of the 

Concours.  For more information and tickets go 

to:  www.ameliaconcours.org 
 

It is time to mark your calendars for our 

Saturday, April 25
th
 visit to the King Tut exhibit 

at Atlantaôs Civic Center.  You will want to 

purchase your own tickets by calling 1-877-888-

8587 or go through Ticketmaster online or call 1-

800-745-3000.  If you are a senior citizen or use 

your American Express card for purchasing the 

tickets, you are entitled to discounts.  Please plan 

on getting tickets for the 10:00-10:30 viewing.   
 

Tutankhamen, The Golden King and The 

Great Pharaohs exhibition shows about 130 

objects from the tomb of King Tut and other 

famous pharaohs.  Most of these objects have 

never been seen in the United States before.  

When purchasing your tickets, you may want to 

include the audio narrated by Harrison Ford.  

Also, there is a 22 minute Egypt 3-D movie that 

sounds quite interesting and may be viewed 

before or after you see the exhibition.  Youôll 

need to purchase a ticket for the movie if you 

wish to see it.   
 

After the exhibition and movie we will go 

one block North on Piedmont Avenue to have 

lunch at OôTerrillôs restaurant.  Iôll give you 

more specific meeting instructions in next 

monthôs newsletter.   
 

Looking ahead to May, we are going to try to 

have a big group attend this yearôs The Mitty at 

Road Atlanta on May 3
rd
.  Jaguar is the featured 

marque this year ensuring the participation of 

many diverse old and new Jaguars.  Classic 

Motorsports Mitty ô09 is expecting everything 

from the D-type to the Group 44 IMSA GTP 

prototypes.  XKôs Unlimited is sponsoring a car 

corral where we will gather to enjoy the day with 

other Jaguar owners.  If we are able to get twenty 

members to attend, we will receive free parade 

laps on the track courtesy of The Tire Rack.  Go 

to the mitty.com for more information and to 

purchase your tickets. 

 

Kim Daly 

770-410-5717 

 

 
  

JD Powers Customer Service Index 2008 

Out of 1000 points 

 
1. Lexus 835  

2. Jaguar 810 

3. BMW 808 

4. Cadillac 806 
5. Acura 805 

6. Hummer 804 

7. Land Rover 803 

8. Buick 802 
9. Saturn 800 

10. Lincoln 798 

11. Porsche 792 

12. Audi 789 
13. Mercedes Benz 

789 

14. Infiniti 786 

15. Saab 785 

16. GMC 781 

17. Mini 781 

18. Pontiac 779 

19. Chevy 777 
20. Mercury 776 

 

21. Mitsubishi 776 

22. Volvo 776 

23. Hyundai 763 

24. Honda 762 
 

 Industry Average 761 

 

25. Ford 757 

26. Chrysler 746 

27. Scion 739 
28. Toyota 736 

29. Dodge 734 

30. Subaru 729 

31. Jeep 727 
32. VW 725 

33. Kia 724 

34. Nissan 723 

35. Mazda 716 
36. Suzuki 702 

37. Isuzu NA 
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LEATHERIQUE TECH SESSION  
 

 
Ivan & Myrna¬s Château Sur la Colline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Schedule for 2009 

 

Feb 21
st
  ï Tech Session by Leatherique 

 

March 7
th
 ï Ron Greeneôs Car collection 

 14
th  

- St.   Patrickôs Day Parade 

 28
th
 ï Pirelli factory tour 

 

April 25
th 
ï King Tut Exhibit & lunch 

 

May  2-3 ï The Classic Motorsports Mitty 

 Road Atlanta 

 16
th
 - Brit ish Motorcar Day, Berry College 

 

June 20
th 

 - N. GA Jaguar Club Picnic and car show 

 

July ??  - Over night trip 

  

August ?? ï Pool/Lake Party 

 

September  4
th
 ï IMAX at Fernbank 

 19
th
 ï Kangaroo Conservation Center and party 

at the Ruizôs 

 

October  ??   ï Concours dôElegance & Party 

 16-18 ï Eurofest Spartanburg 

 31
st
 ï Halloween Party 

 

November ?? ï Truitt Cathyôs car collection 

 

December 6
th
  - Christmas Party 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlanta Jaguar Society 
www.atlantajaguarsociety.org 

 

Officers & Directors  
 

Honorary Chairman Alan Talbott 

(H)770.621.9854   talbottfurniture@bellsouth.net 

(O)770.939.1644 

President Elect Don Hart  
770.956.7165 

Vice President Ray Gore 

(H)706.864.4903   rgore@alltel.net 

2nd Vice President J.P Summers 
(H)770.448.5244   johnsummers@polarisind.com 

Advertising & Publicity Director Open 

Past President Paul Brower 

(H)770.509.6830   pgbrower@mindspring.com 

Secretary Kenneth Carr 

(H)404.843.0681   jkennethcarr@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Fran McNair 

(H)770.497.9980   fmcnair@bellsouth.net 

Activities Director Kim Daly 

770.410.5717   Kimdaly1@comcast.net  

Newsletter Editor Lew George 

(H)404.892.6979   lewatl@bellsouth.net 

Membership Director Wil Sommer 

(C)404.803.0306 

peachtreebrokers@mindspring.com 

Health & Hospitality Director June Mindrup 
(H)770.457.1217   jmindrup@bellsouth.net 

Technical Director Ivan Ruiz 

770.998.0923   ivan@thecarnut.com 

Regalia Directors: 
Marlene Hart 

770-956-7165  blondething@comcast.net  

Dabney Talbott   talbottfurniture@bellsouth.net 

770-621-9854 

Concours Director Dick Thyer 

770.887.1312   dthyer@comcast.net 

AJS Founder John Steen 

770.419.9632   jbsteen74@aol.com 

 
The AJS Newsletter is published monthly 
except December and is distributed free to all 
Society Members.    For email delivery send 
request to: 

lewatl@bellsouth.net 
Submissions for publication should be 
supplied to the Newsletter Editor by email or in 
other machine readable form by the 25th day 
of the month prior to publication.    Material is 
subject to editorial revision and may express 
the sole opinion of the submitter. 

 

AJS Newsletter Editor 
Lew George 

220 Renaissance Pkwy. 

Unit 1113 

Atlanta, GA 30308-2352 

Note From The Editor:  Send me good 

quality scenic pictures of your Jaguar and 

it may be a featured car in the newsletter! 
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