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China ï Jaguar? 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

Tata, Jaguar/Land Rovers parent company 

announced Friday to expand sales and cut costs 

for both brands and they will begin production in 

China.  They will start by producing Land Rover 

first and then Jag with both brands eventually 

producing 40,000 units annually.  Tata will also 

target more emerging markets by opening more 

showrooms in India and setting up a company in 

China.  South America will also be on the 

horizon as well.  Actual production will take one 

to two years to begin in China but the plans are 

set. 
 

The Jaguar/Land Rover division will also 

decide, by mid-year, which two plants in 

England will remain open.  The factories are in 

Castle Bromwich where Jag is made and Solihull 

where Land Rover is produced.  They will be 

integrated into one more, in theory, efficient 

manufacturing facility again to enhance the cost 

structure. 
 

In another strategic move to build brand 

loyalty Jaguar will introduce a new warranty 

program on the 2011 XJ that debuts this month 

and will eventually extend to all models.  The 

Jaguar Platinum Coverage in 5/year 50,000 miles 

and includes free scheduled maintenance, no-

cost replacement of major wear and tear items 

and 24/7 roadside assistance. 
 

In racing news at the latest American Lemans 

Series race Saturday May 29
th
 Jaguar continued 

to improve.  Paul Gentlozziôs team finished 29
th
 

overall and 13
th
 in their class.  This race was 

treated as another test for the still budding 

program.  ñWe need to do an engine durability  

 

 

test and needed hours on the parts,ò Gentlozzi 

said.  Itôs a shame to do it in public, but we did it 
all weekend.  So weôve accomplished that.  Now 

we have an engine with 1500 miles on it.  We 

can go home and do a postmortem(on the 

engine).  We have a lot of new stuff for LeMans, 

so we think weôll be in good shape.ò Keep at it 

guys ïget that car in shape for Road Atlanta! 
 

Kim Daly kept us very busy in May starting 

with British Motorcar Day at Berry College on 

the 15
th
.  A smaller turnout overall than previous 

years did, however it did not spoil the day for the 

attendees.  Always plenty of fine English iron to 

view!  Don and Marlene Hart brought tents and 

food to share (many thanks for that) with the 

multitudes and there were lots of Jags on display 

so I think everyone had a very nice day. 
 

May 22
nd

 was a big day with the Robson 

collection in Gainesville that Saturday morning.  

It was attended by multiple car clubs with 

literally hundreds of folks in attendance.  I didnôt 

get a chance to attend myself but the reports 

from members spoke of how spectacular it is! I 

viewed it ten years ago and it was incredible then 

so Saturday morning must have been an auto 

aficionados dream come true.  That evening the 

Frostôs opened their wonderful home along the 

Chattahoochee to AJS for a cocktails and dinner.  

Marvelous food and an ambiance that was truly 

unique made for splendid evening of relaxing 

conversation.  It was also a treat to see Vail and 

Lindaôs car collection with their most recent 

purchase a gorgeous MK II.  We also celebrated 

Kimôs 39
th
 birthday as well! Many thanks to the 

Frostôs for their gracious hosting of such a lovely 

night and a great way to cap an automobile filled 

day. 
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In breaking with tradition we held our 

monthly meeting on the 24
th
 to stay out of the 

way of Memorial Day weekend and that worked 

extremely well.  We had a packed house for our 

evening speaker Steve Unti.  He has been in the 

club since ô81 with only a very 

few members with more 

longevity.  His story began 

with his purchase of V-12 

Series 3 E-Type roadster and 

flowed into joining AJS, the 

magazine the club used to market, the forming of 

the Walter Mitty Races by AJS members 

(including our founder John Steen) and a variety 

of other little AJS historical tidbits most of us 

didnôt know or had long forgotten.  Itôs obvious 

that he and wife Jane have had a wonderful time 

over the years with AJS and AJS with them.  A 

wonderful talk! Thanks Steve. 
 

On a personal note Dabney and I would like 

to thank the members for their thoughtful 

response to the passing of Dabneyôs mother 

recently.  The sympathy, prayers and flowers is 

always welcome at a time like this so thank you 

all very much for the support.  It is appreciated. 
 

Our next meeting is Monday June the 28
th
 at 

Aldoôs in Sandy Springs.  Our speakers then will 

be Vail and Linda Frost the hosts of our recent 

party.  We hope youôll join us that evening as 

every speaker weôve had for the monthly 

meetings have been well done and very 

entertaining.  Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo at 

770-9496775 or email to fredleo@comcast.net  

 

 

 
 

Juneôs Corner 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 

 

Steve Unti brought a prospective member, 

Charles Brooks, to the May meeting.  Charles, 

we hope you'll join our group. 
  

Linda Frost's Mother, who lives in South 

Carolina, fell and broke her pelvis.  Linda 

immediately went to South Carolina to lend a 

supporting hand.  We all hope "Mom" is 

recovering nicely. 
  

Kathy and Glenn Michalski just returned 

from spending two weeks in their Gulf Shores, 

Alabama Beach house.  While there they joined a 

group of volunteers to clean up debris on the 

beach in case the Gulf oil spill would reach their 

shores.  Soon they will be heading for Palm 

Springs and San Diego, California for a two 

week visit.  While there they will spend some 

time with family and tour around the area. 
  

In August, Don and Marlene Hart will be 

going to Paris, France where they have rented a 2 

bedroom, 2 bath, and air conditioned apartment 

located close to the Louvre.  Friends from 

Switzerland will join the Hart's for a week; then 

the 4 of them will go to Switzerland for a visit.  

Sounds like a wonderful trip! 
  

At the "Low Country Boil" get together on 

May 22nd, Kim Daly celebrated her birthday 

complete with candles on ALL the desserts.  In 

addition, a quite beautiful rendition of AJS'ers 

singing Happy Birthday added to the occasion.  

And...as a plus, Myrna Ruiz brought flowers!  

What a way to add another year! 
  

Dabney Talbott's Mother, Kit Williams, 

passed away last month and both Dabney and 

Alan expressed their gratitude for the floral 

arrangement AJS sent.  Our hearts are with them 

in their time of grief. 
  

On May 15th in St. Joseph's Hospital, Rock 

Spann had a knee replacement.  Apparently he 

was a "star patient" as he returned home two 

days later.  His Florence Nightingale (Betty 

Jean) is busy taking care of him. 
  

A big thank you to Marlene Hart for 

providing information for this column. 
 

We miss you June and Jim!  - Ed. 

 

 

 
 

Activities 
Kim Daly, Activities Director 

 

I hope you are all enjoying the beginning of 

the summer season in Atlanta.  Your activities 

committee thought we would start the month off 

with an overnight trip to Lavonia on June 19th.  

We will begin the day by meeting near Gwinnett 

mailto:fredleo@comcast.net


 

Place Mall on Pleasant Hill Road at 9:30 AM.  

Details of exactly where to meet will be sent out 

before the trip.  We will motor up to Lavonia and 

stop in at the Antique Mall for a short visit/rest 

stop.  We will then proceed to the Cateechee 

Golf Club in Hartwell for a leisurely lunch at the 

Waterfall Grille.  After lunch, we will motor 

back to Lavonia to the Cultural Arts Center 

where we will attend a matinee performance of a 

musical folk play, Land of Spirit, Ahhhhhh Shot 

In The Arm.  The production is based on true life 

stories from Franklin County and Northeast 

Georgia.  This yearôs play is centered around 

ñhealing storiesò.  Rachel Morrison has arranged 

for us to receive the group discount price of $10 

per person.  Many of your fellow club members 

went to Lavonia a couple of years to see the first 

of the Land of Spirit play, and will attest to the 

quality of the performance as well as to the fun 

and interest of the content of the play.  Tommy 

Scott, who many of you know from Rachel and 

club meetings, is one of the stars of the show.  

Tommy is a long time (lifelong) performer and 

member of the Grand Ole Opry Hall of Fame.  
 

When the play has ended, we will drive over 

to the home of Rachel Morrison for a 

cocktail/heavy hors dôouerves party.  We thank 

Rachel in advance for opening her home once 

again to our membership.  Rather than driving 

back to Atlanta after a long day, we plan on 

spending the night at the Super 8 Motel.  We will 

return to Atlanta on Sunday morning, June 20
th
.  

 

Okay, so what do you have to do to 

participate in this activity?  First, you need to let 

me know if you are planning to participate.  I 

will need to receive your checks for the tickets to 

the play made out to AJS for $10 per person by 

June 15
th
.   

Second, you will need to contact the Super 8 

Motel in Lavonia to make your reservation for 

June 19
th
.  Rachel has coupons for us (let the 

hotel know you have a coupon and are part of the 

Land of Spirit group), so the cost will be $52.99, 

including breakfast.  The hotelôs phone number 

is 1-706-356-8848.  I suggest making your room 

reservation as soon as possible.  
  

Third, if you would like to bring along a 

bottle or two of wine or some beer to contribute 

to the party, it would be most welcome.  You can 

see the Cateechee Golf Club online at 

www.cateechee.com  

We think this will be a fun event for all and a 

great excuse to get together, once again.  Hope 

you can make it to Lavonia! 
 

Our second activity is a tech session 

scheduled for Saturday, June 26
th
.  Do you have 

any minor scratches or dents on your car nagging 

to be repaired?  Or, perhaps someone has 

damaged your plastic bumper while attempting 

to parallel park.  Maybe you need to have a 

repair, but havenôt because you think your paint 

cannot be matched.  You need to come to our 

tech session being held at Carsmetics, 1675 S. 

Main Street Alpharetta Highway Alpharetta,  

770-667-0103.  Carsmetics is new to Atlanta. 

They will explain to all of us during the tech 

session how they are able to make near miracle 

repairs efficiently and at a good price.  Join us in 

Alpharetta on June 26
th
 at 9:30 AM for bagels 

and coffee while they educate, demonstrate and 

answer our questions about their business and 

how they can make our cars look better for less 

money than a traditional body shop.  If there is 

enough interest, we will go to lunch after the 

tech session.  Please RSVP to me by Wednesday, 

June 23
rd
. 

 

Kim Daly 

Activities Director 

(c) 770-633-4960 or (h) 770-410-5717 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Next monthly meeting 
June 28th  

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@comcast.net 

  

http://www.cateechee.com/
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Pictures from the Robson Collection 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Pictures from the Frostôs Cocktail Party 


