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A Tata Visit 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

According to AutoWeek, Ratan Tata, CEO of 

Tata Motors made an across the US whirlwind 

visit to a large number Jaguar dealers in June.  

He questioned the dealers about their day to day 

operations covering all aspects of the dealers 

business.  Apparently he listened and noted the 

answers as well.  The dealers had never seen 

anyone from upper management in Ford let alone 

the ñtop factory decision makerò.  Dealers were 

impressed with his warmth and understanding 

and the trip did a much to create enthusiasm for 

the brand.  They will need it.   

 

Not with standing, the XF, Jaguars sales have 

diminished over the years.  Figures from 2002 to 

2007 show Jaguar sales of 61,204 in 2002 and by 

2007 it was 15,683 in the US only.  Needed, is 

the re-design of the XJ, due in 2010, and a sports 

car which is supposedly back on the table.  Both 

would enhance the XF, which is doing very well 

in a down automotive market.   

 

Mr. Tata is also facing a dilemma with the 

Nano $2500 car they want in production by next 

year.  It is a price specific vehicle in a time when 

raw materials are trending up rapidly due to 

petroleum.  Hard to hold a price down when your 

suppliers have no option but to raise them.  

Tataôs stock is down further as some analysts 

believe he has bitten off more than he can chew.   

 

In June AJS members shrugged off $4.50/gal 

prices for fuel and motored on up to Blue Ridge 

for a day tour.  Hopefully our carbon footprint 

wasnôt too bad that day because we had a great 

time.  We meandered our way thru some curvy 

 

 

back roads in north Georgia to the Toccoa 

Riverside restaurant out in the sticks south of 
town.  The restaurant itself is a huge pine 

structure located right at waterôs edge of the 

Toccoa River.  Our luncheon room over looked 

said river with a delightful view and some of the 

best food in the mountains.  We spent the 

afternoon in downtown Blue Ridge shopping for 

antiques and other worldly goods.  We had a fun 

crowd of people, the Jags got their usual stares 

and we had some great ice cream.  Thanks to 

Kim Daly for putting everything together. 

 

Our June monthly meeting at Aldoôs was a 

more raucous crowd (especially the women), so 

if you like to have a good raucous time Aldoôs is 

the place. 

 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 770-949-6775 

or fredleo@bellsouth.net.  Look forward to 

seeing you there! 

 

Cheers! 

 

 

 
2010 Jaguar XJ with ñJaguar Driveò! 
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Next monthly meeting 
July 28th 

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@bellsouth.net 

 
 

 

 

 

Pictures from the 

Toccoa Day Trip 

 

 
Look at the big stone in my ring!! 

 

 
OK, hereªs what weªre supposed to do! 

 
 

 
Wil did WHAT!!! 

 

 
Hurry up, weªre hungry! 

 

 
Enough of this unscheduled break, Letªs go!! 
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Itªs about time!    Yea, blame it on the truck towing the trailer 

 
 

 
A bunch of town geezers£££oh wait!!! 

 
 

 
Shhhh, Kimªs husband was out of town! 

 
Food at last!! 

 
 

 
Whereªs the food!! 

 
 

 
Wil sure looks happy! 

 


