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The Land of Oz 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

Of course Iôm referring to the global 

economy.  Auto sales have plummeted, credit 

markets are tighter than a tick and retail 

companies are dropping like flies.  Itôs good to 

know that in times like this your officer 

leadership is intact for another year.  The 

elections (no, not that one) at Novemberôs 

meeting elected the ó08 slate once again for the 

upcoming ó09 year.  So, we will continue to have 

fun and be fiscally responsible unlike the rest of 

the world.  More on our finances after our board 

meeting this January.   

 

Finances in the Jaguar world are perhaps a 

bit different.  Sales in ô08 were up 8% overall for 

the year with 65,000 units sold worldwide 

buoyed by the XF.  However, Tata sales in 

passenger cars (including Jaguar) in December 

were off 31% and as everyone knows the bottom 

may not be here yet.  Tata has asked the UK 

government for a bailout and that has yet to be 

answered other than a spokesman for the UK 

saying that businessôs have the prime 

responsibility to fund their companies not 

governments.  What a novel idea! In other 

reports Tata has indicated it may need to fund a 

billion dollars for Jag and Land Rover to keep 

the operations going. 

 

While the market is poor for cars Jaguar has 

decided to give its XF the ñRò treatment as itôs 

done to many of its sedans in previous years.  

With the XF you donôt need to be on social 

security to buy one so with a more youthful 

market doing the purchasing the performance 

upgrades may actually win a younger clientele.   

 

 

It should as the XFR, which supposedly 

debut at the Detroit auto show this month, will 
have at least 500 HP.  It will compete with the 

Cadillac CTS-Vs and the BWM M5s.  Upgrades 

for suspension and brakes will insure that it 

handles.  It will be the best performance car 

Jaguar has ever built! 

 

To celebrate the end of 2008 we had our 

Christmas party yet again at the Roswell County 

Club.  Our crowd was very good even though 

some were out of town or had illness.  This is 

simply an elegant party and Kim Daly did a great 

job in putting it together.  Our DJ Mark, as usual 

provided us with background and dancing music 

all through the evening. 

 

Don and Marlene Hart deservedly won the 

Outstanding Member trophy for all their help 

they have been to the club in ô08 and previously.  

The food, wine, conversation, raffle 

items(supplied by Dick Thyer and his Concours 

crew) and dancing always combine for a 

fantastic evening and this was no exception! 

 

We will have our regular monthly meeting 

Monday evening January 26
th
 at Aldoôs 

Restaurant in Sandy Springs with cocktails 

commencing at 6:00PM and dinner at 7:00.  If 

you are new to the club and would like any 

information on the dinner meetings or events 

simply call myself, or any of the officers listed in 

the newsletter.  As always it is an immense help 

if you RSVP.  Please do so to Beverlee Leo at 

770-949-6775 or fredleo@comcast.net. 
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2008 Christmas Gala 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                 
 

Quality Service & Repairs ï Genuine Jaguar Parts 
New & Select Edition Pre-owned Vehicles 

We are proud of our association with the Atlanta Jaguar Society. 
 

ñDrive in the Fast Laneò Internet Pre-owned Sale!! 
Visit us at www.nalleycars.com 

 

Present this ad for a $500 discount off the new Jaguar XF! 
Offer valid through January 31, 2009 

As always, AJS members are entitled to these exclusive benefits: 

15% discount on Parts & Accessories! - 15% discount on Labor! 
Excludes scheduled maintenance and tires, cannot be combined with other offers or specials. 

WHEN  IT HAS TO BE RIGHT, 

Top This One For A Speeding Ticket 
 

Two California Highway Patrol Officers were conducting speeding enforcement on I-15,  just north of the Marine Corps Air Station at 

Miramar.  One of the officers was using a hand held radar device to check speeding vehicles approaching the crest of a hill.  The 

officers were suddenly surprised when the radar gun began reading 300 miles per hour.  The officer attempted to reset the radar gun, 

but it would not reset and then turned off. 
 

Just then a deafening roar over the treetops revealed that the radar had in fact locked on to a USMC F/A-18 Hornet which was engaged 

in a low flying exercise near the location. 
 

Back at the CHP Headquarters the Patrol Captain fired off a complaint to the USMC Base Commander. 
 

The reply came back in true USMC style:  Thank you for your letter.  We can now complete the file on this incident. 
 

You may be interested to know that the tactical computer in the Hornet had detected the presence of, and subsequently locked on to 

your hostile radar equipment and automatically sent a jamming signal back to it, which is why it shut down. 
 

Furthermore, an Air-to-Ground missile aboard the fully armed aircraft had also automatically locked on to your equipment location. 
 

Fortunately, the Marine Pilot flying the Hornet recognized the situation for what it was, quickly responded to the missile system alert 

status and was able to override the automated defense system before the missile was launched to destroy the hostile radar position. 
 

The pilot also suggests you cover your mouths when cussing at them, since the video systems on these jets are very high tech. 
 

Sergeant Johnson, the officer holding the radar gun, should get his dentist to check his left rear molar.  It appears the filling is loose.  

Also, the snap is broken on his holster. 
 

Thank you for your concern. 

Semper Fi 



 

2010 Jaguar XF / XFR 
From Car and Driver 

 

Jaguar adds more power to the XFôs current 

range topper and a new topper to the XFôs 

current range. 

 

BY TONY QUIROGA , Car & Driver  
January 2009  

 

It hasnôt even been on sale for a year, but 

Jaguar is already upgrading the power of its 

10Best-winning XF for 2010.  Apparently, 

Jaguar has deemed the 420 hp and 5.0-second 0-

to-60-mph time of the supercharged XF 

insufficient.  To fix this ñproblem,ò Jaguar is 

introducing a 5.0-liter version of its familiar 4.2-

liter V-8 and a new top version of the XF dubbed 

XFR. 

 

The base XF will continue to use the 

naturally aspirated 300-hp 4.2-liter V-8, and the 

supercharged 4.2-liter will disappear.  The new 

mid-level engine will be a naturally aspirated 

5.0-liter V-8 that features direct fuel injection 

and makes 385 hp and 380 lb-ft of torque.  

Jaguar fearlessly predicts a 0-to-60 time of 5.5 

seconds for the 385-hp XF. 

 

Poweringðor potentially overpoweringðthe 

new top-of-the-line XF, called the XFR, will be a 

supercharged version of the 5.0-liter V-8.  With 

510 hp and 461 lb-ft of torque on tap, the new 

XFR will be a direct competitor to the BMW 

M5, Cadillac CTS-V, and Mercedes-Benz E63 

AMG.  Jaguar is predicting (probably 

conservatively) a 0-to-60 time of 4.7 seconds for 

the XFR, which would make it considerably 

slower than the aforementioned competition.  

Keeping the extra power in check are larger 

brakes and a quicker steering ratio.  To aid 

handling, the XFR will come standard with an 

active rear differential and a computer-controlled 

suspension.  Luxury seekers will be more 

interested in a new Portfolio Edition, which joins 

the lineup for 2010. 

 

To distinguish the XFR from lesser XF 

models, the supercharged car will get unique 20-

inch wheels, a body kit with a new front bumper, 

and four large exhaust tips.  No official word on 

what these new XFs will cost, but we expect the 

naturally aspirated 5.0-liter V-8 XF to start just 

south of $60,000 and the new XFR to begin at 

roughly $70,000.   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

JUNE'S CORNER 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 
 

 

New Member Department: Lora Louise 

Raush, Cumming, Georgia, has joined our group.   

She drives an S-Type.  Welcome! 
  

On December 4th, Steve Unti celebrated 

practicing law for 35 years!  Steve, that's quite a 

sentence!!! 
  

Alice Thyer and her Tennis Team "The 

Golden Girls" made it to the Tennis Finals which 

started December 17th.  Next AJS Newsletter 

will print the outcome. 
  

Marlene and Don Hart left December 26th to 

fly to Miami, Florida for a couple of weeks in 

their condo.  They returned January 10th via car 

as they made several stops visiting friends. 

 

Rock and Betty Jean Spann spent the 

Christmas Holidays in Charleston, West Virginia 

with their son and his family. 
 



 

Lew George spent Christmas with his 

mother, brother and sister-in-law in Florida.  

This was the first time in 22 years he spent 

Christmas with his brother. 
 

Barry and Janet Morgan left December 13th 

to go to Cream Ridge, New York for her sister's 

surprise Birthday party.  While there, they 

welcomed her Great Niece on December 19th. 
  

Frank and Deborah Coyne left December 3rd 

to go to Dallas, Texas to see their new Grandson 

Harris.  Also they went to Brevard, N.C.  to 

celebrate Granddaughter Maggie's 2nd birthday. 
  

Wayne Harris returned recently from Sylmar, 

California (San Fernando Valley area) where all 

the wild fires did so much damage to many home 

that were insured by his company.  While there 

he took a tour of the Nethercutt Car Collection. 
  

Norma Reichert wrote a lovely thank you 

note expressing her appreciation for the floral 

arrangement AJS sent during her surgery.  Good 

News is that she is recuperating nicely and hopes 

to be at the January meeting. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Next monthly meeting 
January 26th 

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@bellsouth.net 

 
 

 
 

Cool Car Guy House For Sale 
 

Beautiful car guy house for sale in Acworth, 

GA with 30 minute commute to Atlanta.  Yes, 

your wife will love it too.  Approximately 2600 

sq.  ft.  Raised ranch with 3 car parking and 

plenty of storage room in side-entry garage.  

Three Bedroom, two baths with two additional 

finished rooms in basement for a home office, 

bedroom, recreation room or kid's playroom.  

Large living room with vaulted ceilings.  Large 

kitchen with tile floors and tons of cabinet space.  

Extra large Master bedroom with vaulted 

ceilings.  Master bath has dual vanities with 

garden tub and large walk-in closet.  Upgraded 

ceiling fans in all rooms.  Nice deck on rear of 

house for cooking out or relaxing.  Fenced in big 

back yard for kids or dogs to play in, complete 

with beautiful hand-crafted two story children's 

playhouse.  Close to new schools and great 

shopping.   Sits on private 1+ acre with creek on 

perimeter in very quiet neighborhood, backs up 

to a wooded area. 

 

NOW for the Important part!  900 square 

foot detached garage with double doors and large 

attic storage area.  Has concrete trailer/RV 

parking pad beside the garage.  Garage has a/c 

and gas heat.  200 amp service wired through the 

home as is the gas service.  So, no extra garage 

utility bills.  Large air compressor in attached 

lawnmower/yard tools/parts storage room.  

Compressor is 5hp, 22 cubic ft/min, 175 psi.  

Compressor can be purchased separately.  

Exterior lighting on house, garage, and on 

parking pad.  This is a great deal on a great 

house.  You won't find better in metro Atlanta 

for the price.  It's for sale by owner so you aren't 

paying a marked up price to cover the real estate 

agents commission.  $250,000. 

 

Email for more information, or call Randy 

between 10am-9pm Eastern at 404-643-5755.  

R_gann@bellsouth.net. 

 

 

 
 

 

For Sale 

1995 JAGUAR XJS 

CONVERTIBLE 
 

British Racing Green, tan top, tan leather 

interior, all power, 6 cyl, AM/FM cassette, 6CD 

player, runs fine, recently repainted, 130k miles. 

$7000.  Call Claude McGinnis 404-831-7136 

 
  

mailto:fredleo@bellsouth.net
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Schedule for 2009 

 

 

Schedule TBD! 

 

December  - Christmas Party 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlanta Jaguar Society 
www.atlantajaguarsociety.org 

 

Officers & Directors  
 

Honorary Chairman Alan Talbott 

(H)770.621.9854   talbottfurniture@bellsouth.net 

(O)770.939.1644 

President Elect Don Hart  
770.956.7165 

Vice President Ray Gore 

(H)706.864.4903   rgore@alltel.net 

2nd Vice President J.P Summers 
(H)770.448.5244   johnsummers@polarisind.com 

Advertising & Publicity Director Open 

Past President Paul Brower 

(H)770.509.6830   pgbrower@mindspring.com 

Secretary Kenneth Carr 

(H)404.843.0681   jkennethcarr@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Fran McNair 

(H)770.497.9980   fmcnair@bellsouth.net 

Activities Director Kim Daly 

770.410.5717   Kimdaly1@comcast.net  

Newsletter Editor Lew George 

(H)404.892.6979   lewatl@bellsouth.net 

Membership Director Wil Sommer 

(C)404.803.0306 

peachtreebrokers@mindspring.com 

Health & Hospitality Director June Mindrup 
(H)770.457.1217   jmindrup@bellsouth.net 

Technical Director Ivan Ruiz 

770.998.0923   ivan@thecarnut.com 

Regalia Directors: 
Marlene Hart 

770-956-7165  blondething@comcast.net  

Dabney Talbott   talbottfurniture@bellsouth.net 

770-621-9854 

Concours Director Dick Thyer 

770.887.1312   dthyer@comcast.net 

AJS Founder John Steen 

770.419.9632   jbsteen74@aol.com 

 
The AJS Newsletter is published monthly 
except December and is distributed free to all 
Society Members.      For email delivery send 
request to: 

lewatl@bellsouth.net 
Submissions for publication should be 
supplied to the Newsletter Editor by email or in 
other machine readable form by the 25th day 
of the month prior to publication.      Material is 
subject to editorial revision and may express 
the sole opinion of the submitter. 

 

AJS Newsletter Editor 
Lew George 

220 Renaissance Pkwy. 

Unit 1113 

Atlanta, GA 30308-2352 

Note From The Editor:  Send me 

good quality scenic pictures of 

your Jaguar and it may be a 

featured car in the newsletter! 
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