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75
th

 Anniversary 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

The new XJ8 should be in the dealer show 

rooms in by May! Reviews have been very good 

including the one test by Autoweek of the XJ in 

France in near hurricane type winds last month.  

Due to the use of aluminum in every conceivable 

place the stiffness of the chassis was particularly 

impressive during their gale force drive.  They 

liked the power from the normally aspirated V8 

taking the 4,000 lb cat from 0-60 in 5.4 seconds.  

The supercharged version makes 470hp and will 

do 0-60 in 4.9 seconds and another super charged 

version at 510hp that will get 0-60 in 4.7 

seconds.  For those of you that need the extra .2 

seconds in Atlanta traffic this will be perfect.  In 

terms of driving characteristics it apparently has 

more in common with the Porsche Panamera, the 

Maserati Quattroporte and the Aston Martin 

Rapide than its stated competition, the Mercedes 

s-Class, the BMW 7, the Audi A4 and Lexusôs 

LS460.  The Jag has more interior room than 

either the Porsche or the Aston.  Apparently this 

car is considerably sportier than grand touring.  

Hurrah! 
 

In the future Jaguar is thinking about an entry 

level model, once again, despite the X-Type 

problems which saw the demise of that model 

least year.  They believe that itôs needed ñto keep 

they brand aliveò said Ravi Kant, Tata vice 

chairman.  They are counting on the company 

size, which in terms of the automotive world is 

very small, to pursue advantages in the market 

with speed and agility.  They will also use some 

ñfresh thinkingò about the brand and models 

suggesting that they focus too heavily on the 

British market which, in reality, is only 25% of 

the Jaguar/Land Rover market.  What the British  

 

 

ñwant is not necessarily what everyone else 

wantsò.  OK, as long as they keep the style and 
power coming. 

 

Speaking of Tata the Nano is coming to the 

US in 2012.  Itôs selling now in India at $2,200.  

The US price will be between $4,000-$5,000.  

Modifications have to made for this market 

including A/C, better seating, air bags, stereo, 

anti-lock brakes and power windows hence a 

steeper price.  They have passed the Euro crash 

tests so getting that approved here should be 

relatively easy.  Also, as an added feature, it will 

be designed to fit in a new XJ8ôs boot so you can 

have a spare car instead of a spare tire! 
 

Two wonderful activities this month once 

again. The Allure of the Automobile at the High 

and the club invitation to Motorcars of Georgia 

for the unveiling of the Aston Martin Rapide.  

First, the High Museum auto exhibit was first 

class.  The Duesenberg, Alpha Romeo, Mercedes 

540K and the Bugatti type 57 were all worth the 

visit plus another twelve vehicles of importance 

were on display as well.  My favorite car and 

Jaguar of all time was there too: the XKSS 

formerly owned by Steve McQueen.  This is just 

brute force car.  The design, based off the D-

Types, has the flowing lines, though no 

amenities, that makes it the ultimate sports car.  

Get in and go very fast, donôt worry about 

getting it dirty or rained on, of course in a heavy 

rain you probably wouldnôt have to worry cause 

you would drown before you got home anyway.  

A wonderful morning and great lunch at Front 

Page News with the group. 
 

Our other recent activity (occurring just last 

week) was held at Motorcars of Georgia in 
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Roswell to view the unveiling of the Aston 

Martin Rapide.  Eric Gregory kindly invited AJS 

to his new Aston dealership to view the new 

sedan and what a sedan it is! Styling is 

magnificent with marvelous interior 

appointments.  The fit and finish are what you 

would expect from Aston and for this type of 

niche vehicle, as perhaps you can tell from the 

photos in the newsletter.  Drinks and food were 

abundant which didnôt hurt the ambience at all.  

This dealership carries Lamborghini and Lotus 

marques too so we very much enjoyed laying 

eyes on those brands as well.  If youôve got the 

bucks the Aston is quite a car.  Thanks to Don 

and Marlene Hart for putting together this most 

enjoyable evening! 
 

Our speaker at the meeting this month was 

Ken Carr, AJSôs Secretary relating his 

involvement with another 

club albeit very different 

from a car club.  He has been 

involved since then early 

seventies as a charter member 

of the Sherlock Holmes Club 

of Georgia.  Highlights of 

this clubôs attraction to the Holmes book 

character took the better part of an hour to 

discuss and was worth every minute, as Ken 

delineated the minutiae that they go through to 

keep the original Arthur Conan Doyle character 

authentic.  Sort of like restoring a car down to 

the last bolt.  I thought he was going to have a 

coronary at the mention of the new Sherlock 

movie with Robert Downey.  That was black 

listed by the club with total justification since it 

had no relation to anything but the name.  As 

usual Ken was very prepared, which included a 

600 pound copy of the clubôs plays and activities 

for the last 40 years.  The speakers just get more 

and more interesting.  Very well done Ken and 

Irene! By the way I noted in last monthôs 

newsletter the Carrôs matriculated from Puerto 

Rico, in error.  They are in fact from Cuba.  My 

apologies. 
 

June Mindrup was at the last meeting! Jim is 

getting on very well and may be on solid food as 

read this newsletter.  She thanked the club for 

our support during a very difficult time.  Jim has 

made a remarkable comeback. 
 

Bob Hicks is now at home and doing better.  

Back pain seems to be coming from a spine 

infection that we noted last month but thru a 

paperwork medical snafu he was taken off the 

drug 30 days early so it did eliminate the 

infection.  He is now on the correct time frame to 

recover.  Great news for both. 
 

Our monthly meeting in April will be 

Monday the 26
th
 at Aldoôs in Sandy Springs as 

usual.  Our speakers this month will be AJS 

members Joel and Maryanne Blackford.  With all 

their world travels this, once again, should be a 

delightful meeting.  Please RSVP to Beverlee 

Leo at 770-949-6775 or email to 

fredleo@comcast.net. 

 

 

 
 

Juneôs Corner 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 

 

New Member Department: 

Welcome to Rusty Bradshaw from 

Lawrenceville, Georgia...and...to Donald and 

Nancy Norby from Anniston, Alabama.  Also 

Joe McEvoy & Betty McKemie from Avondale 

Estates, Georgia.     A big welcome to all. 
  

Bob Hicks was admitted to the V.A. Hospital 

in Atlanta on March 10th for infections in his 

spine.  He's now at home and has lots of health 

equipment to make everyday activities easier.  In 

fact, more equipment is on the way. Both Bob 

and Beverly expressed their thank youôs for all 

the prayers, thoughts and concerns expressed.  

Bob is now at home - but still battling staff 

infections...so...people, keep up the prayers for 

him. 
  

On March 25th, Frank and Louise Coleman 

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.  What 

an honor and distinction to achieve such a 

milestone.  Congratulations to both of you! 
  

Now how about this for news!  Ivan Ruiz 

received an invitation to participate in the Pebble 

Beach Concours to show his l959 Maserati Proto 

Type.  He replied his car wouldn't be ready in 

August, however it could be ready for the 2011 

show.  Ivan, please, do keep us posted - and in 

the meantime, why not frame that invitation 

letter for all to see! 
  



 

Alice Thyer who has been under the weather 

with dental problems is now back playing tennis 

with the "Golden Girls" until June...then the 

team takes the summer off till September. 
 

Bob and Kim Daly and Ivan and Myrna Ruiz 

are leaving soon to go to Europe for 3 weeks.  

First week will be spent in Spain and then they'll 

go to Italy for two weeks where they'll meet 

friends from the Maserati Club.  Sounds like a 

great trip so take notes which can appear in a 

future newsletter. 
 

Soon Don and Marlene Hart will be going to 

Portland, Oregon; they will then return home for 

one day (long enough to unpack winter clothes 

and pack summer clothes) before leaving to go to 

Miami, Florida for a short stay.    
 

Bob McNair blacked out in Church and went 

to Emory Hospital for 3 days.  We're very happy 

to report he is back home now and says he is 

doing OK.   Bob, just remember, all us AJS'ers 

are thinking good thoughts for you and praying 

'no more black outs'! 
  

Betty Jean Spann recently returned from a 

trip to Charleston, W. Virginia to visit her two 

grandchildren, Hope and Conrad Spann. 
  

A big "welcome back" to Blitch Ann Bird 

who has experienced a few years of sadness with 

losing both her parents.  It was so good to see 

you at the March meeting!  You've been missed. 
  

Sheila Brower was featured in the Marietta 

Daily Journal in an article entitled "Women Who 

Wow"!  Our Sheila was one of fifteen local 

women honored at the 25th annual tribute to 

Women of Achievement in the Real Estate field 

on the Capitol Campaign to raise money for 

women's shelter for domestic violence.  

Congratulations for your work being recognized 

in such an important field. 
  

Erlinda McCabe's brother -in- law, Vincent 

McCabe, passed away March 15th in 

Jacksonville, Florida.  Erlinda attended the 

Memorial Service.  Please be assured our 

sympathy is extended to the entire family. 
  

Judy Scarborough has just returned from a 

trip to California.  She reported no mudslides, no 

earth quakes, no fires and no rain while she was 

there.  Must have been a perfect trip. 
 

Wayne Harris played in the Georgia 

Racquetball Association, Georgia State Singles 

Racquetball Championships on 03/05-07/10 

taking the gold medal in both the Menôs 55-C 

and Menôs 60+ divisions. 
 

Jim Mindrup continues to mend at North 

East Atlanta Rehabilitation Center.  We are 

certain that his recuperation is a direct result of 

all the thoughts, prayers, visits, and get well 

wishes from the AJS'ers. 

 

 

Activities 
Kim Daly, Activities Director 

 

We are expecting a large turnout for this 

monthôs activity, a visit to Hampton, GA to view 

Truett Cathyôs eclectic car collection.  We will 

see everything from fire engines to a 1916 Model 

T to a 1960 Cadillac Eldorado.  Mr. Cathy is 

providing lunch for all of uséletôs see, being the 

founder of the Chic-fil -A restaurant chain, I 

wonder what he will be serving???   
 

The membership decided at the last meeting 

to postpone our visit to Serenbe until July.  Look 

for details in upcoming newsletters.   
 

The first weekend of May brings The Mitty 

historic car races to Road Atlanta.  If you go, 

park in the car club corral, just over the bridge 

near the approach to the last turns of the circuit, 

where you will be sure to find other race and 

Jaguar enthusiasts.   
 

May 15
th
 brings British Car Day to Rome, 

GA on the beautiful Berry College campus.  As 

you know, this is always a well attended event 

and a great chance to view every conceivable 

British car.   
 

May 22, will be our first Spring Fling 

cocktail party at the home of Vail and Linda 

Frost.  Look for details in next monthôs 

newsletter.   
 

Kim Daly, 

Activities Director 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Next monthly meeting 
April 26th  

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@comcast.net 

 

 

Heads UP! 
 

We will  have a monthly meeting in 
May this year!  It will be on May 24th. 

 

 

 
 

 

Allure of the Automobile 
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Sorry, no info picture on this beautiful Jaguar! 

 

 
Or this gorgeous Mercedes!! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
The Dodge Firearrow III sold at Barrett Jackson 

Auction a few years ago for $3M !! 

 

Check our website for many more pictures. 

www.atlantajaguarsociety.org 
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