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New Models ! 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

Even with the economic doldrums Jaguar is 

announcing two new models due out soon.  The 

XF Estate will debut at the Frankfort, Germany 

show in September.  It will compete with the 

BMW and Mercedes in this class and will be 

available in the R version as well.  They should 

be available in 2010.  But more importantly the 

announcement of a roadster is stunning even 

though weôve heard about it for years.  The head 

of Tata, Ratan Tata leaked the info himself in 

The Economic Times in the UK.  He said ñWe 

need to emerge with something shiny and new, 

which is why we are re-prioritizing the roadster 

right now.  Iôm highly excited about what I see.ò  

The XE, as itôs called, will have probably have 

the normally aspirated 385HP 5.0 liter V-8 or the 

510HP super charged version.  We could see that 

new model as early as 2011 and welcome it 

would be.  Hopefully no financing problems will 

slow the process.  If it comes out in 2011 it will 

be fifty years since the E-type debuted.  First 

Jaguar is king of reliability and now a roadster.  

Whatôs the world coming too!  
 

Looking backwards a bit the intrepid St. 

Patrick Day drivers Dick and Alice Thyer and 

Lew George were in attendance at what was 

another bad hair day at this annual event.  The 

weather has been difficult for a number of years 

and this was no exception.  But they motored on 

and helped AJS not miss a parade for the last 25 

to 30 years, even though they had to wait while 

45 Scions went ahead of them.  Seems like 

everyone loves a parade.  Well done guys! 
 

We received a memo from Finland about a 

book just published in that country called the 

 

 

ñJaguar Trivia Bookò written by Stefan Antinaho 

who is the Chairman of the Jaguar Drivers Club 
in said country.  The book contains 50 little 

know stories related to the history of Jaguar with 

each story illustrated with an original watercolor 

painting by Finnish artist Yrjo Hannula.  Try to 

say that after a few beers or even sober.  If it 

piques your interest for something different you 

can check it out at www.tuorekustannus.fi. 
 

And check out our monthly meeting at 

Aldoôs in Sandy Springs on Monday April 27
th
.  

Cocktails will start at 6:00, sitting down to 

dinner at 7:00.  We have a wonderful time so 

please RSVP to Beverlee Leo at 770-949-6775 

or fredleo@comcast.net! 
 

 
 

 
 

SAY WHAT! 
 

A man bought a new fridge for his house.  To 

get rid of his old fridge, he put it in his front yard 

and hung a sign on it saying: ñFree to good 

home.  You want it, you take it.ò  For three days 

the fridge sat there without even one person 

looking twice at it.  He eventually decided that 

people were too un-trusting of this deal.  It 

looked too good to be true, so he changed the 

sign to read: ñFridge for sale $50.ò  The next day 

someone stole it! 
  

http://www.atlantajaguarsociety.org/
http://www.tuorekustannus.fi/
mailto:fredleo@comcast.net


 

EXHILERATION!  
By Alan Talbott 

 

Dick Thyer, Lew George, Larry Walton and 

myself were invited to Jaguarôs Performance 

Day at the Atlanta Motor Speedway on Friday 

April 3
rd
 to test drive the new XK-R and the XF-

R.  Jaguar did a superb job starting with a catered 

brunch of excellent tidbits on trays brought 

around to each person along with fancy waters 

(no booze).  Then on to the sales pitch for twenty 

minutes or so describing the merits of the R 

models one of which is the 510HP XFR as we 

have discussed in previous columns.   They do 

have some very advanced engineering in these 

models that no one in the industry has including 

one that resulted in a no gas guzzler tax.  Thatôs 

important other than money in that they have 

direct injection into the top of the piston so there 

is virtually nothing unburned going out the 

tailpipe.  Thatôs just one of a list of engineering 

feats that is astounding. 
 

Next on the agenda was a ride thru the 

countryside around the track.  Even though it 

was controlled by a lead and a sweep car you 

could hang back a little and stomp it several 

times during the drive.  Both the XK and the XF 

are terrific to drive.  The ride was fantastic, 

comfortable yet handling like a sports car. 
 

Back at the track the exhilarating part is 

about to happen.  Davy Jones, a former racer for 

Jaguar and Roberto Guerremo a former F1 and 

Indy Car racer were among the proôs assigned to 

ride with each person around the track for the hot 

lap on the 23 degree banked oval down into the 

road racing course. 
 

I know the other guys thrashed their cars 

around pretty well with Lew George getting to 

132mph, Larry hitting 135-140mph and Dick 

hammering away at around 145mph.  I didnôt do 

as well since my eyes were glued to the track.  
My hot lap was with Roberto.  Very nice fellow 

but donôt think I impressed him much.  At the 

end of our hot laps each driver moved to the 

passenger side and the pros did their hot lap.  

Now that was exhilarating.  Roberto hit 148-150 

and thoroughly thrashed the XK on the banking 

and into the road course.  I laughed out loud I 

was having so much fun.  Iôm sure he thought I 

was totally insane but man can he drive.  Itôs like 

shooting hoops against Michael Jordan.  The 

level they attain is different from that of a mere 

mortal.  What an awesome display of Jaguar R 

models.  They are at new level.  What a day! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Next monthly meeting 
April 27th 

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@comcast.net 

 
 

 
 

 

REMINDER  

It was agreed by the board that the 

newsletter would go all electronic, 

meaning email, by June of this year to 

save money.  Be sure we have your 

correct email address! 
  

mailto:fredleo@comcast.net


 

JUNE'S CORNER 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 

 

Dave and Ann Ulmer's 50-year old son, 

Steven, died suddenly with a massive heart 

attack.  Service was held on March 16th at the 

Winkler Hoffler Funeral Home.  The family 

requested that in lieu of flowers, donations could 

be made to the Scholarship Fund.  AJS complied 

with this request.  Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to the Ulmer family at this sad time.  For 

those do did not know, the Ulmer's are charter 

members of our group. 
 

Jack Gibson has been "on the go" again.  

First he went to Texas to see his "Yellow Rose", 

soon to be his wife...then he went to DeLand, 

Florida to attend Homecoming weekend 

festivities and attend the Board of Advisors 

Meeting of which he is a new Board Member. 
 

Lew George is going to Pensacola, Florida 

for 10 days to visit his mom and attend the Pan 

Handle British Car Associationôs annual British 

Car Show.  Lew is a member of this 

organization. 
 

Ivan and Myrna Ruiz came home from the 

Amelia Car Show with the coveted Special 

Amelia Award for their 1968 Maserati Mistral.  

Congratulations on this big win! 
 

Sheila and Paul Brower are going to Omaha, 

Nebraska for Granddaughter's High School 

Graduation.  This Granddaughter just has to be a 

"gosh-darn-it-with-a-bell-on-it" as she is 

graduating with a 4.8 Grade Average - and - she 

has won a Regents Scholarship to the University 

of Nebraska.  And...how about this?  She is only 

16 years old!!! 
 

At the St. Patrick's Day Parade only three 

AJS cars showed up!  Now we must admit that 

weather was terrible, which did discourage 
attendance, however, the hearty AJS'ers who 

braved the storm were Alice and Dick Thyer, 

Bill Lowry and Lew George. 
 

Robert and Yera Kleiner are vacationing in 

View Nam. When they return perhaps we can get 

more details of their trip. 
 

Larry Walton was our speaker at the March 

meeting and he did a swell job of relaying 

experiences when he was racing. He even had 

framed photographs to prove his sports car 

driving ability. 
 

A reminder to save those metal tabs from 

soda cans!  You can deliver these to Fran 

McNair who has graciously volunteered to 

deliver them.  Proceeds from the sale of these go 

towards furnishings for the Ronald McDonald 

House. 
 

On March 29th, Beverly Hicks had a heart 

attack while in the E.R. of a Hospital in Young 

Harris, GA and was promptly air lifted to N.E. 

Georgia Medical Hospital in Gainesville, 

Georgia.  She had surgery to put a stint in and 

returned home on April 4th with lots of 

restrictions (i.e. like 6 weeks of No Driving).  

We're all pulling for you Beverly and please 

keep us posted on your progress. 
 

Kathy and Glenn Michalski spent over 2 

months at their Gulf Shores, Alabama Beach 

House doing maintenance work.  All was not 

work as time was spent golfing and walking the 

Beach.  They returned to their Roswell home for 

5 days and then they were off to skiing in Park 

City, Utah.  They were happy to be able to attend 

AJS meeting without broken bones or other 

injuries and yes, they both wore helmets while 

skiing. 
 

 
 

MEET MODESTY ELAINE MATHIS 
By Fran McNair 

 

This little girl was born with deformed feet.  But 

with your help and the expertise of the Shrinerôs 

Children Hospital Staff, sheôs now able to walk as 

straight as any other little girl.  How did you help?  

By SAVING TABS!  Tabs was the total payment of 

her many surgeries. So when you pop a can, SAVE 

THE TAB. 

  
  

Fran McNair will collect 

them at monthly meetings. 



 

Activities 
Kim Daly, Activities Director 

 

If you havenôt already done so, it is time to 

purchase your tickets to the ñTutankhamen, The 

Golden King and the Great Pharaohsò exhibition 

at the Atlanta Civic Center.  We are going on 

Saturday, April 25
th
 with tickets purchased for 

the 10:00-10:30 time slot.  Try to arrive at the 

Civic Center by 9:45 AM. For tickets, you may 

call 1-877-888-8587 or go through Ticketmaster 

online or by calling 1-800-745-3000.  Discounts 

are available for senior citizens, American 

Express cardholders and members of the High 

Museum.  In addition to your main ticket to the 

exhibit, you may want to consider purchasing the 

audio narrated by Harrison Ford.  To complete 

your visit, you may also want to purchase a 

ticket for the 22 minute Egypt 3-D movie. 
 

After viewing the exhibition and the movie, 

we will go to OôTerrillôs restaurant for lunch.  

OôTerrillôs is opening especially for us on the 

25
th
.  Their address is 510 Piedmont Avenue and 

is located only one block north of the Civic 

Center.  You may want to park in their parking 

lot, which is free, while visiting the exhibit. If 

you choose to park at Oô Terrillôs be sure to put a 

piece of paper on your dashboard identifying you 

as an AJS member. 
 

If you are attending this event, please RSVP 

to Kim Daly in order to know approximately 

how many will be going to lunch at OôTerrillôs. 
 

I think we are all in for a very special treat at 

this exhibit.  Iôm looking forward to seeing you 

there! 
 

We are attending The Mitty at Road Atlanta 

this year on Saturday, May 2
nd

.  Jaguar is the 

featured marque at this yearôs Mitty.  We will 

gather at the XKôs Unlimited Jaguar corral which 

will be the last corral on the left once you come 

over the Suzuki Bridge after entering Road 

Atlanta.  The free parade laps are limited to 100 

tickets and are available on a first come first 

serve basis.  Greg Voth of Classic Motorsports 

magazine has suggested arrival by 9:00 AM, 

then promptly going to their large tent to sign up 

for the laps. 
 

Donôt miss out on this very large event 

celebrating everything Jaguar.  Classic 

Motorsports says this could turn out to be the 

largest assemblage of Jaguars ever.  Let us help 

to make it so!  Tickets are available online.  Go 

to themitty.com to purchase tickets and for 

further information on the event.  You may want 

to bring folding chairs, cameras and binoculars 

to this event.  I also suggest we bring drinks and 

food to share with other members for a great 

picnic among the cats. 
 

Remember, you must arrive early (preferably 

before 9:00) to have a shot at getting the free 

parade laps.  Looking forward to seeing you all 

at Road Atlanta on the 2
nd

 of May!  Please let me 

(Kim) know if you will be attending, so I can 

keep an eye out for you in the Jaguar corral. 
 

Also, donôt forget to mark Saturday, May 

16
th
 on your calendar for our participation in the 

26
th
 British Motorcar Day to be held at Berry 

College in Rome, Ga.  You may pre-register by 

going to: 
www.dejavuatlanta.com/atlantabritishmotorcarday.com 
 

Register before May 10
th
 to pay only $20.00 

entry fee.  After May 10
th
, the price jumps to 

$25.00 per car. 
 

For more info, call Kim Daly: 

770-410-5717 or 770-633-4960 

 

 
 

News Flash 
 

NEW YORK ï Jaguar and Buick surged 

to the top of J.D.  Power and Associates' 

closely watched vehicle dependability study 

this year, tying for the No.  1 spot and 

dethroning Lexus for the first time since the 

Japanese luxury brand has been a part of the 

survey. 
 

Lexus, Toyota Motor Corp.'s luxury brand, 

took the next spot in the study released 

Thursday, followed by Toyota's namesake brand, 

then Mercury, Infiniti and Acura. 
 

"Buick and Jaguar both lead the industry in 

nameplate performance," said Neal Oddes, 

director of product research and analysis at J.D.  

Power.  "In terms of individual model 

performance, Lexus and Toyota still do very, 

very well." 
 

http://www.dejavuatlanta.com/atlantabritishmotorcarday.com


 

The annual study measures problems 

experienced by the original owners of vehicles 

after three years.  Suzuki owners reported the 

most problems among the 37 brands assessed by 

J.D.  Power. 
 

Despite losing its crown to Jaguar and Buick, 

Lexus still swept top awards in four segments, 

while Toyota's namesake brand took five awards.  

General Motors Corp.'s Buick LaCrosse was J.D.  

Power's top midsize car, while Ford Motor Co.'s 

Lincoln brand took two awards.  Chrysler LLC, 

which took no segment awards last year, won top 

honors for its Dodge Caravan in the van 

segment. 
 

Jaguar jumped from the No.  10 spot in 2008, 

while Buick leapt from the No.  6 spot.  The 

movement is notable for a study that is fairly 

consistent from year to year, and the results 

marked the first time Lexus was not either first 

or tied for first since it was first included in the 

study in 1995.  Oddes said both Jaguar and 

Buick have made significant improvements 

recently. 
 

"We see improvements all over the board 

with Jaguar," Oddes said, citing fewer reported 

problems with vehicle exterior, sound system 

and the overall driving experience.  "The 

improvement at a nameplate level is significant." 
 

Mike O'Driscoll, Jaguar's managing director, 

said the award marks a huge step forward for 

Jaguar's image in the U.S., which he 

acknowledged has suffered recently.  He said the 

company has been working furiously to reinvent 

itself in recent years. 
 

"The improvements really started with a 

major investment we made at Jaguar in new 

technology and a much more intelligent 

approach to design," he said.  "This is really a 

vindication of that investment and technology." 
 

Oddes also said Buick has taken heed of 

problems reported in previous J.D.  Power 

studies and made "continuous improvement on 

their side of things." 
 

Jamie Hresko, GM's vice president of 

quality, said the win for Buick is a win for GM 

overall because the company has duplicated the 

lessons from Buick in all new models. 
 

"I think we still struggle with the perception, 

that the perception of our product is 

substandard," he said.  "If we continue to attack 

the markets that we consider will be high 

volume, which is markets like the Chevrolet 

Malibu, and we can sell a few hundred thousand 

of them, the reputation will spread." 
 

Buick has performed at or near the top of the 

J.D.  Power rankings in past years, tying Lexus 

for first two years ago, but dropping to sixth last 

year.  Hresko expects the company's other brands 

to do better than past years in the J.D.  Power 

initial quality survey. 
 

Jaguar, which Indian car giant Tata Motors 

Ltd. bought from Ford in 2007, remains a 

relatively small-volume brand in the U.S.  It sold 

just 14,000 vehicles here in 2008, while Buick 

sold 128,000. 
 

Oddes said this year's study was redesigned 

to exclude routine fixes from a vehicle's list of 

problems.  For example, the study no longer 

counts tire or windshield wiper replacements as a 

reportable problem.  The intended result is a 

study that focuses on actual glitches with a 

vehicle, Oddes said, though it also makes it 

difficult to make year-over-year comparisons. 
 

"We cleaned up the survey to really try to 

focus in on things that are truly broken," he said. 
 

The industry average was 170 problems per 

100 vehicles, or somewhat less than two 

problems per vehicle.  Last year, the industry 

average was 206 problems per 100 vehicles, but 

year-over-year improvements this year are much 

less pronounced when accounting for the 

changes in the study's methodology, Oddes said. 
 

The numerical differences between brands 

that crowd the top are extremely small.  For 

example, Jaguar and Buick owners reported an 

average of 122 problems per 100 vehicles, while 

Lexus owners reported 126 and Toyota 129.  At 

the bottom, Suzuki owners reported an average 

of 263 problems per 100 vehicles. 
 

The most frequently reported problem was 

wind noise, followed by brake noise, peeling 

paint, brake vibrations and problems with a 

vehicle's lights, Oddes said.  The problems have 

been fairly consistent from year to year, he said.   
 



 

J.D.  Power's dependability study surveyed 

46,313 original owners of 2006 model-year 

vehicles in October 2008.  The results are 

watched closely by automakers and are often 

used in advertising.  Owners' opinion of a car 

after three years can be a major influence on 

their opinion to buy that brand again. 
 

The firm also releases an initial quality study, 

which measures problems in the first 90 days of 

ownership.  That study usually comes out in 

June. 

The Ratings 
 

Jaguar              122 GMC               174 
Buick               122 Mercedes        184 
Lexus               126 Chevrolet        185 
Toyota             129 Mitsubishi      185 
Mercury          134 Volvo              186 
Infiniti             142 Nissan             199 
Acura              146 Dodge              202 
Lincoln           147 Mini                 205 
Cadillac          148 Saturn              211 
Honda             148 Kia                   218 
Porsche           150 Jeep                 220 
Audi                159 Pontiac            220 
Ford                 159 Hummer          221 
Hyundai          162 Scion               222 
Subaru            162 Saab                226 
Chrysler          165 Mazda             227 
BMW              166 Isuzu               234 

 Land Rover    238 

Industry Average 170 VW                 260 

 Suzuki             263 

 

 

 
 

2009 St. Patrickôs Day Parade 

 
Alice Thyer in her XK8, one of the brave souls that attended 

the parade! 
 

 
Lew George½s XJ8. 

 
At the St. Patrick's Day Parade only three 

AJS cars showed up and the hearty AJS'ers who 

braved the storm were Alice and Dick Thyer, 

Bill Lowry and Lew George. 
 

 
 

Amelia Island Concours Win! 
 

Ivan and Myrna Ruiz came home from the 

Amelia Car Show with the coveted Special 

Amelia Award for their 1968 Maserati Mistral. 

 
 

 
 

For additional Pictures: Amelia Island 

  

http://www.thecarnut.com/AJSPhotosAmeliaIsland2009.html


 

Ron Greeneôs Car Collection 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


