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Jaguar Saga Ends ï For Now 
By Alan Talbott, President 

 

As mentioned last month the Jaguar/Land 

Rover sale to Tata has been completed with Ford 

receiving 2.3 billion dollars for the pair which 

seems to be a give-away since they spent over 10 

billion to keep them running.  Less publicized is 

the fact that Ford has agreed to fund 600 million 

in pension funds, which makes a net of 1.7 

billion overall to Ford.  This apparently enhances 

their liquidity enough to do the deal.  Hope 

whatever recovery plan they have works. 

 

Some interesting side notes to the deal 

include persistent rumors Jaguar will be sold off 

quickly to enhance Tataôs liquidity and lower 

debt load.  As of this newsletter their stock is 

down 16.8%.  Also, in the rumor mill is Tataôs 

close association with Fiat.  It is now possible 

that Fiat could contract with Jaguar to produce 

premium rear wheel drive cars for Alfa Romeo 

and possibly share some of the dealerships 

making it easier for the Italian manufacturer to 

return to the US market.  The two companies 

produce cars, engines and transmissions together 

in India currently.  Ratan Tata its on the Fiat 

board of directors.  Anything is possible it 

seems! 

 

Being held until after the sale was Jaguars 

production timetable for model changes, but that 

has now been released.  It is as follows: 

 

2009 - an R version of the XF plus an up-

rated XKR.  I addition to the 5.0 liter 

 

supercharged V-8, delivering 500hp, a naturally 

aspirated version of the same engine will 

 

produce 380HP.  Not known at this time which 

model gets the 500hp juice. 
 

2010 - all new XJ sedan with styling cues 

from the XF but with more luxury.  It remains 

the same size but the interior dimensions should 

be greater. 
 

2012 - the long, long.  Long awaited 

throwback sports car will get into production.  

Based on the F-Type concept car of the 2000 

Geneva auto show fame.  Outstanding design if 

produced in the F-Type form. 
 

2013 - an XF coupe will be ready.  Why it 

would take five years is unfathomable. 
 

2014 - an all new XF complete with alloy 

body construction. 
 

2015 - an all new XJ sedan 

Go Jaguar! 
 

As most of you know the St.  Pats Parade 

was cancelled for the first time in 150 years.  Of 

course it was understandable since the tornado 

hit the downtown area for the first time ever! It 

really rained on our parade.  Thereôs always next 

year. 

 

Kim Daly has been hard at work getting 

events going for the spring so in the next six 

weeks so mark your calendars for the Agathaôs 

Mystery Dinner on the 19
th
, the monthly meeting 

speaker on the 28
th
, the Walter Mitty races May 

3
rd
 and British Car Day on May 17

th
.  Lots to do! 

Please RSVP to Kim Daly for Agathaôs and 

The Mitty at 770-410-5717 or 

kimdaly@comcast.net. 

mailto:kimdaly@comcast.net


 

Next monthly meeting 
March 31st 

Aldoôs Restaurant 
Social hour- 6:00 pm, Dinner-7:00 PM 

Please RSVP to Beverlee Leo 
770-949-6775 or fredleo@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

25
th
 Annual British Car Day 

 
Event:  25

th
 Annual British Car Day 

 

When:  May 17
th
 Saturday 

 

Where:  Berry College 

 Rome, GA 

Time: Registration is 9:00 to 12:00 

 

Cost: $25 each car 

 

Directions: Take I-75N (there are 

construction delays around Acworth on I-75 so a 

more circuitous route may be advised) to Hwy 

411W or GA Hwy 293 thru Kingston to Route 1 

just south of Rome and turn right.  Take Route 1 

to US 27 and turn right.  Go ¼ mile north to the 

main entrance to Berry College on the left.  Turn 

into the main entrance and go right at the traffic 

circle to the Ford Complex.  The show is in a big 

field just to the west. 

 

For the uninitiated British Motorcar Day is 

an annual social (for charity) event comprised of 

all the British Car Clubs in the Atlanta region.  

For 25 years participants have enjoyed one day a 

year when the Jags, Rolls, MGôs, Astonô, Land 

Rovers and every other English piece of 

motoring history you can think of have a 

gathering.  Laid out at Berry Collegeôs 28,000 

acres of rolling countryside provides an 

outstanding venue for the roughly 500 cars that 

will be on display.  This is not a points show, itôs 

more like a controlled Woodstock for cars.  

Wash your car and bring it. 

 

A picnic lunch is a great way to enjoy the 

afternoon although there will be food vendors 

there for those that just need a burger.  Vendors 

with parts and memorabilia will be there as well 

to serve your needs for a long sought after book, 

t-shirt or other hard to find item. 

 

This is one of the great shows of the year so 

give it a go with your other Brit compatriots.  

You wonôt be disappointed. 

 

We will not tour up as club but when you get 

to the field simply follow the parking guides 

directions to the Jaguar area. 

 

 
 

 
 

Speaker Profile 
 

Peter Wickeneden, Deputy Consul General 

for the British Consulate will be our speaker at 

this monthôs meeting April 28
th
.  The British 

Consulate General in Atlanta is basically a 

branch office of the British Embassy in 

Washington, D.C.  They represent the British 

government and promote British political, 

economic, security and commercial interests.  

Also provided is assistance and services to 

British citizens in the Southeast. 

 

Peter has been a member of Her Majestyôs 

Diplomatic Service for about nine years with his 

most recent posting here in Atlanta since January 

this year.  His previous stints have been in 

Prague, Czech Republic for four years and 

before that in Taipei, Taiwan.  In an earlier 

career he was a journalist for the Financial 

Times, The Economist and the US Knight-

Ridder newspaper group. 

 

What we have here is an informed, world 

savvy, properly accented Brit that will arrive at 

Aldoôs in the British Consulateôs official car, 

Jaguar.  This will be an interesting evening! 

Thanks to Wil Sommer for arranging this for the 

club.  RSVP early. 
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JUNE'S CORNER 
Member News 

By June Mindrup, Health & Hospitality Director 

 

New Member Department:  Stephanie Kelly 

was a guest of Wil Sommer at the March 3lst 

meeting - AND - right there on the spot, she 

joined.  Welcome Aboard!  Stephanie drives a 

2002 X-Type in Radiance Red. 

 

At the last meeting Dabney Talbott brought a 

sizzling selection of spring accessories for 

AJS'ers to peruse and purchase as part of the 

"Regalia Project".  If you missed this chance to 

do some shopping to spruce up your summer 

wardrobe, she'll probably have them on display 

next meeting. 

 

Larry Walton celebrated his birthday at the 

March 3lst meeting with a decorated birthday 

cake sporting 39 candles.  Yes, and the cake was 

large enough to serve everyone a piece as 

"dessert".  Larry, may you celebrate many more 

such occasions! 

 

Frank and Deborah Coyne will be leaving 

soon for Italy where they will tour the Southern 

part of that country for 2 1/2 weeks.  Frank then 

will "jump ship" and return home while Deborah 

will remain for a month visiting her family in a 

Mountain town near Bologna.  Deborah has been 

taking Italian language lessons as none of her 

relatives speak English.  Perhaps a course in sign 

language might help?? 

 

Wil Sommer went fishing and reports he 

"caught 24"!  He is our fisherman extraordinaire. 

 

The middle of March found Malinda Harris 

working in Orlando, Florida.  Wayne took a few 

vacation days to go down to join her in 

celebrating their sister-in-laws 50th Birthday.  

This celebration was a Masquerade party! 

 

Also in March, Wayne Harris played in the 

2008 Georgia State Singles Racquetball 

Championships where he finished second in the 

state in his division -- Men's 55+C.  Don't know 

what that translates out to but it merits our 

congratulations! 

 

Soon June and Jim Mindrup will be going to 

Fort Myers, Florida to attend June's 60th High 

School Class Reunion.  Out of a class of 125, so 

far 49 have made reservations (that number 

includes some spouses).   

 

Timely Trivia:  Did you know that when you 

eliminate the space between the two words "THE 

IRS" - it spells "THEIRS"! 
 

 

Jaguar Jewels for Sale 
 

FOR SALE: 1991 JAGUAR XJS convertible.  

V12 engine. Black w/black top and ivory leather 

upholstery.  16,500 sunshine miles. Always 

garaged and covered.  Last model from Jaguar as 

an independent company.  Almost a classic in 

nearly perfect condition.  Pictures available upon 

request.  Call Jim Maurer 770-645-6971 or e-

mail jamesmaurer@bellsouth.net.   
 
 

 
 

Atlanta Jaguar Societyôs Web Site 
Ivan Ruiz, Technical Director 

 

Have you checked out the clubôs web site 

lately? It is a good way to stay informed of what 

is going on in the club.  There you will find 

copies of the Newsletter and list of upcoming 

events. 

A section has been added where you will find 

the latest photos. Help keep this section 

interesting by sending photos you take during 

Jaguar events to ivan@thecarnut.com 

 

The web site can be reach at either: 

www.atlantajaguarsociety.org 

www.atlantajaguarsociety.com  
 

 
 

Agathaôs 

A Taste of Mystery 
Kim Daly, Activities Director 

 

We have a group of fellow AJS members 

going to Agathaôs on April 19
th
 for an evening of 

mailto:ivan@thecarnut.com
http://www.atlantajaguarsociety.org/
http://www.atlantajaguarsociety.com/


 

comedy in the form of murder mystery dinner 

theatre.  The deadline for attending this event has 

long since passed, but I will be happy to try to 

get tickets for you if they are still available.  

Please call me right away at 770-633-4960 if you 

would like to join us.  All the details are in last 

monthôs newsletter.  For those attending, be sure 

to plan on arriving at Agathaôs at 7:00 or 7:15 at 

the very latest as the program begins promptly at 

7:30.  The address is 161 Peachtree Center Ave 

in downtown Atlanta.  Agathaôs is attached to 

Level 3 of the parking garage.  Bring your 

parking ticket to Agathaôs to be validated for a 

$5.00 parking rate.   

 

The Mitty (Historic Sportscar Racing Mitty 

Challenge) will be held at Road Atlanta on May 

2-4.  (See map on page 5)  Interested AJS 

members will meet at the car club corral (see 

enclosed map) on Saturday, May 3rd between 

10:00 and 11:00.  Bring a picnic lunch item to 

share.  The Mitty is always interesting as there 

are so many types of historic cars to see 

including IMSA cars from the 70ôs to 90ôs, Gran 

Prix cars, GT Series and historic stock cars.  

Aside from watching the qualifying races on 

Saturday, you can walk through the paddock to 

get a close up view.  The action begins at 8:00 

and goes all day until 7:00.  The cost for this 

event is $25 for just Saturday or you may go up 

on Friday and purchase a three day pass for $45.  

Infield parking is $10.  The actual races will be 

held on Sunday, May 4
th
.    If you plan to attend 

this event with AJS, please call me at 770-633-

4960 so we will be on the lookout for you on 

Saturday morning.  Donôt forget your cameras 

and chairs.  For more information about this 

event visit Road Atlantaôs website at 

www.roadatlanta.com 

 

Kim Daly 
  
 

 

 

V8 Tensioners, 

They Can Spell Trouble 
Ivan Ruiz, Technical Director 

 
 

If you own a Jaguar fitted with the 4.0 liter 

V8 engine (pre-2003), there is a design flaw that 

can cause catastrophic results if not attended.  

This only affects the 4.0 V8 engines; if your car 

has the 6 cylinder engine or the 4.2 V8 you need 

not to worry. 

 

Some background information: The Jaguar 

V8 engine is driven by two chains located in the 

front of the engine.  It is normal for a chain to 

stretch during the life of the engine.  Engines are 

fitted with chain tensioners that automatically 

eliminate the slack that occurs as the chain 

stretches.   

 

The problem: The design flaw consists of 

the type of materials used to manufacture the 

chain tensioners.  Someone forgot to tell the 

Jaguar engineers that plastic should never be 

used for the construction of such a critical 

component.  Over time the base of the chain 

tensioner cracks (photo #1 and #2) and 

eventually will fail completely.  This leaves the 

top chain loose, it jumps several teeth and your 

engine gets completely destroyed when the 

pistons collide with the valves.  The amount of 

damage is so severe that an engine replacement 

is usually required.   It happens in a few seconds 

and without warning.  We are talking about a 

100% failure rate.  It will happen to your engine; 

it is a matter of time as to when.  On some 

engines the tensioners have failed with as little as 

30K miles while others have gone 100K+ miles 

with no problem.  But eventually they will ALL 

fail.  Do I now have your attention? 
 

 
1 ï Top chain tensioner 
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2 ï Detail of cracked area.  This crack grows over 

time and eventually the whole part breaks in two. 

This part came out of a car with 59K miles. 

 

The solution: After a couple of failed 

attempts at redesigning the plastic tensioners the 

real solution came with the 4.2 liter engines 

which have metal tensioners.  Luckily these can 

be retrofitted to the earlier engines.  Note that 

this is not the type of job the average owner can 

do himself.  Take it to someone that has done 

this job in the past. 

 

The two top tensioners are the critical ones 

and are also the easiest to access.  An 

experienced mechanic should be able to get the 

top tensioners done in 3 to 4 hours.  The lower 

tensioners are more difficult;  count on 10 hours 

if doing both top and bottom.  Some mechanics 

say that changing the bottom tensioners is not 

required, and it does add significantly to the cost 

of the repair.  Although these are not known to 

break Jaguar made an important design change.  

The tensioners work with the oil pressure from 

the engine to exert force against the chains 

(photo #3).  When you first start the engine there 

are a few seconds where the oil pressure has not 

build up and the lower chain is a little loose.  

Starting an engine with a loose chain, even for a 

short amount of time, will cause the chain to 

stretch faster.  Jaguar fixed the problem by 

including a ratchet mechanism on the 4.2 liter 

engines which keeps the lower chain tensioned at 

all times, even when the engine is off.  I had both 

the upper and lower tensioners replaced on my 

2000 XKR.  If you had the top tensioners 

replaced but not the bottom, do not lose sleep as 

it will probably take many years for the lower 

chain to stretch to the point of being dangerous.  

It would probably rattle for a long time before 

something actually breaks.  Remember, when the 

top tensioner fails there will be no warning signs.  

It usually happens when starting the engine cold. 
 

 
3 ï Bottom chain tensioner.  This is the old style 

without the ratchet mechanism. 
 

If you are unsure if your engine has these 

modifications it would be best to have a 

mechanic take a look at those tensioners. 
 

 
2000 Jaguar XKR 

 

 

 



 

Schedule for 2008 
 

Jan 19
th 
ïFlashback Motorworks Show 

 

Feb 20
th
 ï Nalley Jaguar XF Introduction 

Feb 22
nd 

- Martini Night Fernbank Museum 

 

March 2
nd

  ï Coventry West 

March 15
th 

- St.  Patrickôs Day Parade 

 

April 19
th 
ï Agathaôs A Taste Of Mystery 

 

May 2-4 ï The Classic Motorsports Mitty 

 Road Atlanta 

May 17
th
 - Brit ish Motorcar Day, Berry College 

www.atlantabritishmotorcarday.com  

 

June- Overnight Tour - TBA 

 

August - Lake Party(assuming there is a lake!) 

 

September - Judges Tech Session 

 

October - Concours 

 

December - Christmas Party 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Atlanta Jaguar Society 
www.atlantajaguarsociety.org 
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(H)706.864.4903   rgore@alltel.net 
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(H)770.448.5244   johnsummers@polarisind.com 
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Past President Paul Brower 
(H)770.509.6830   pgbrower@mindspring.com 

Secretary Kenneth Carr 

(H)404.843.0681   jkennethcarr@yahoo.com 
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(H)770.497.9980   fmcnair@bellsouth.net 

Activities Director Kim Daly 

770.410.5717   Kimdaly1@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor Lew George 
(H)404.892.6979   lewatl@bellsouth.net 

Membership Director Wil Sommer 

(C)404.803.0306 

peachtreebroker@mindspring.com 

Health & Hospitality Director June Mindrup 

(H)770.457.1217   jmindrup@bellsouth.net 

Technical Director Ivan Ruiz 

770.998.0923   ivan@thecarnut.com 
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Rachael Morrison   rachelmorrison@alltel.net 

706.356.4841 

Robert Reichert   robertareichert@aol.com 
770.971.6553 

Concours Director Dick Thyer 

770.887.1312   dthyer@comcast.net 

AJS Founder John Steen 
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The AJS Newsletter is published monthly 
except December and is distributed free to all 
Society Members.   For email delivery send 
request to: 

lewatl@bellsouth.net 
Submissions for publication should be 
supplied to the Newsletter Editor by email or in 
other machine readable form by the 25th day 
of the month prior to publication.   Material is 
subject to editorial revision and may express 
the sole opinion of the submitter. 

 

AJS Newsletter Editor 

Lew George 

220 Renaissance Pkwy. 
Unit 1113 

Atlanta, GA 30308-2352 

 

 

Note From The Editor:   Send me good 
quality scenic pictures of your Jaguar and 

it may make it on the cover of the 

newsletter! 
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